Eliot House G-1)3 





Dear Eric and Eve, 


The work which you set out for me I found fascinating but 
unfortunately more time-consuming than expecteds the chief reason 
being thatwhile treating of your subject, my eyes would wander 
onto some adjacent and equally intriguing topic (there are mkar 
others, you know) such as "Act€ preventing the return of certain 
Loyalift&, herein mentioned," "An Act in addition to an Act, 
entitled, An Act punifhing the undue ufs of profand language," 
and many more otherwise ludicrous colonial acts of the period @ 
designated. The Treasure room of kma Langdell Hall is where 

the material under observation is located. Therein is 
contained a great many of the colonial statute and session laws, 
but by no means a complete repertory. The Lib. Of.Congress has, 
I am informed, supplementary documents. I was able to finish 
Conn. and Mass. but refuse to continue until you scrutinize 

my work to see if it is the substance you require. You may 
yerceive during your reading that I was not intent only on 

your restricted subject of numismatics. I was more interested 
in the peculiar punishments which the laws entailed than the actual 
laws themselves. I am lead to suspect that allx the colonies 
(or States) at that) time had specific stipulations against coun- 
terfeiting the notes and coins of the sevarate states and of the 
United States as such, but perhaps that is not all you wished 

to know, that which I hope you will try to deternine. 

My courses are all settled--. Hymanities (. Iliad etc... ), 
American History, Government (theory the first half and 
practica& U. S. and modern European in the 2d half), and, 

Math9 ( Ana Lit and Cal in the 2d half). The Humanities course 
will be a wicked one for me as it involves a comprehensive 
study of the classical Epic and Novel; my math instructor 
is new this year and cannot teach intélligiblg, in fact so 

. equivocal is he that one of the students shaking his head 
sadly zot up and walked out in the middle of his lectures 
as for the other two, they are basic courses in which 
I should learn some fundamental historical concepts. 

The Crimson, Harvard's only. daily,- will occupy a good 
deal of my spare (and not so spare) time, but I feel it is 
well wotth the effort. Actually it is the only practical 
business institution in the school. Getting ads will be 
the primary object in our 6-8 weeks competition. 

I suppose you read where A. Gianini and his huge 
Bank of America holding Co. is being sued by the Gov. for 

chi anti-trust violations. Very interesting. He probably has 
Bee 4 | enough power and contacts to amakie render the plaintiff's case 
> ineffective. 
So much for now 





_-RDISON BROTHERS STORES, Inc. 


September 21, 1953 


Lt. Julian I. #dison 

Co. A. 9003 Finance School 
Fort Bet jamin Harrison 
Indianapolis, Tadsacs 










Dear Julian - 


As you know I am writing a book 
Society on the history of the of 
York in 1786, 1787 and 1788 »b ) 
mill of Thomas Machin. The ¢@; produced were patterns 
for the United States goverrwend yA coinage for New York 
State and while awaiting offi yopréval of these issues 
(which never came) they counter ¢ English halfpence for 







circulation in Americ have mush the text and pictures 
of all of the coins 6 ted. wher discussed this with 
you, you stated you/nay z and frow\N¢whurgh and I said I 


stated (p 2} ies in the northwest part 
of the toy A aere Its outlet is Guassaick Creek, 
(someting’s kwowr reek). Machin began the construc- 
tion of/a {st mill in 178) near the outiet of the 


There poins to be dug up there, but I would like 
to know if thay pia is still there in a natural state or if 
the mill site is gone. If there is anything to photograph I 
would like such a picture. 


Perhaps if there is a historical organization in Newburgh or a 
resident who studies the history of the city they could be of 
help. Perhaps just someone who is intrigued. It is a subject 
which has never been more than sketchily mentioned and the coins 
have never been illustrated. The counterfeiting of copper was 
not eat HE then, euriously enough. 


ey oe 


EDISON’ BROTHERS STORES, Inc. 


Page 2 ae September 21, 1953 
Lt. Julian I. Edison | 









If your friend has any suggestions I will be 
Any help I can get will be most appreciated. 
¥ i. “ety ot 


Sincerely, 





BPN/atb 





September 21, 1953 


Lt. Julian I. Edison 

Co, A. 9003 Finance School 
Fort Bénjamin Harrison 
Indianapolis, Indiana 


Dear Julian - 


4s you know I am writing a book for the American Numismatic 
Society on the history of the coins minted at Newburgh, New 
York in 1786, 1787 and 1788 by a partnership operating at the 
mill of Thomas Machin. The copper coins produced were patterns 
for the United States government proposed coinage for New York 
State and while awaiting official approval of these issues 
(which never came) they counterfeited English halfpence for 
‘circulation in America. I have much of the text and pictures 
of all of the coins completed. When I discussed this with 
you, you stated you had a friend from Newburgh and I said I 
hoped he could help me get a picture of any possible remains 
of the mill. 


In "The History of Orange County" by Ruttenber (1875) it is 
stated (p.211) that Orange Lake lies in the northwest part — 

of the town covering 00 acres, Its outlet is Quassaick Creek, 
(sometimes known as Chambers Creek). Machin began the construc- 
tion of a saw and grist mill in 178) near the outlet of the 
lake and called it New Grange. The mill was hO to 50 rods below 
the pond on a canal dug for the purpose. The building was wood 
30xh0. The canal was near the Quassaick Creek. 


There are probably coins to be dug up there, but I would like 
to know if this area is still there in a natural state or if 
the mill sits is gone. If there is anything to photograph [I 
would like such a picture. 


Perhaps if there is a historical organization in Newburgh or a 
resident who studies the history of the city they could be of 
help. Perhaps just someone who is intrigued. It is a subject 
which has never been more than sketchily mentioned and the coins 
have never been illustrated. The counterfeiting of copper was 
not illegal then, curiously enough. 














LAW OFFICES OF 
DEVITT AND VIDULICH 


120 GRAND STREET 
NEWBURGH, N.Y. 





MATTHEW E. DEVITT TELEPHONE 175 


FRANK A. VIDULICH 


February 23, 1954 


Mr. Eric P. Newman . 
315 Washington Avenue 
St. Louis, Mo. 


Dear Mr. Newman: 
In reply to your letter of the 17th instant, I am 


pleased to advise that we have in our office an abstract 
of title to the premises in question which show deeds as 


follows: 
(1) Thomas Beatty dated January 5, 1779 
to 
Munson Ward 
(2) Munson Ward dated March 20, 1782 
to 
George Clinton 
(3) George Clinton and dated October 29, 1793 
wife 
to 
Daniel Byrns and 
Hugh Walsh 


None of said deeds is recorded in Orange County but 
may be recorded in Ulster County. 


: I hope the foregoing information will be of some use 
o you. 


Very truly yours, 


Tidy 


Frank A. fl 
FAV:cm 


LAW OFFICES OF 
DEVITT AND VIDULICH 
120 GRAND STREET 
NEWBURGH, N.Y. 





MATTHEW E. DEVITT TELEPHONE t75 
FRANK A. VIDULICH 


February 23, 1954 


Dear Mr. Newman: 


I thought you might be interested in the enclosed photo 
copies of portions of a decree in equity which, so far as we 
can learn does not appear in the published reports. The decree 
is fifteen pages long and although Matchin (Machen) is men- 
tioned on many of the pages, we doubt that the reference 
would have much value to you. 


Orange Lake was at one time known as Machen's Pond ac- 
cording to several of the local historians. Eager's history 
of Orange County published in the 1840's, of which I have a 
copy in poor condition, has considerable to say about Capt. 
Machen including his part in the erecting of the fortifica- 
tions and installing the chain across the Hudson and also 
his operation of the Mill at Orange Lake. Copies of this 
history are rare and have considerable value today. I recall 
that I paid $35.00 for my copy in 1927. 


If we can be of further assistance to you in your re- 
search, please advise us. 


Very truly yours, 
M. E. DEVITT 


MED: ir 
Encl. 


The New Bork Public Library 


Astor, Henox and Tilden Foundations 
Firry AVENUE AND 42ND STREET 
New York 18, N. Y. 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 

Edison Brothers Stores, Inc. 
400 Washington Avenue 

St. Louis, Missouri 


Dear Mr. Newmans: 

In reply to your inquiry of August 16th regarding a 1782 Holt com- 
pilation of the laws of New York, we find that The New York Public 
Library has a photostatic copy of the title page, which is copied below. 
There are no introductory remarks whatever to this compilation. 

LAWS 
OF THE 
STATE OF 
NEW YORK, 
Commencing with the first Session of the SENATE and ASSEMBLY, 


after the Declaration of Independency, and the Organization of the 
New Government of the State, Anno 1777. 





By Order of the Legislature 





POUGHKEEPSIE, State of New York, 
Printed by JOHN HOLT, Printer to the State. 
MDCCLXXXII. 


Very truly yours, 
Edward G. Freehafer 
Chief of the Reference Department 


JWK: 315 


COUNTY OF MONTGOMERY 


W. A. WALRATH Department of History and Archives 


COUNTY HISTORIAN 


SENIOR CLERK 
AND ARCHIVIST OLD COURT HOUSE 


CAROL W. BUSSING 


FONDA,N.Y. 


January 22, 1959. 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 

Edison Brothers Stores Inc. 
400 Washington Avenue 

ot. Louis, 2, Missouri 


Dear Mr. Newman: 


In answer to your letter of the 20th, regarding 
the manuscripts or letters of Captain Thomas Machin, I am 
very sorry, but we do not have these documents in our 
library, nor can we tell you where they might be filed. 


Have you tried the Manuscripts and History 
Section of the New York State Library, Albany, New York, 
or the Schoharie County Historical Society, Old Stone Fort, 
Schoharie, New York? 


The only material we have concerning Capt. Thomas 
Machin, is a typed copy of Jeptha R. Simms! Chapter XIX, 
"Schoharie County and Border Wars of New York, ™ devoted to 
Captain Thomas Machin, and an article written by the late 
Robert M. Hartley of the town of Florida, Montgomery County. 


Sincerely yours, 


Winfield A. Walrath 
County Historian 


WAW:CB 


February 5 P 1959 


Mr. Winfield A, Walwrath, County Historian | 
Department of History and Archives 

Old Court House 

Fonda, New York 


Dear Sir: 

You have my letter of January 27, 1959 in con- 
nection with the papers of Thomas Machin and 

I look forward to hearing from you in that regard. 
In the meanwhile, Mr. Paul B. Mattice, of Utica, 
New York, wrote me that it might be well to 
inquire of William Sheehan, who was & former 
curator of the Court House Museum at Fonda, 

I presume that you could readily follow up on 

this Suggestion if it is practical. 


Cordially yours, 


ERIC P, NEWMAN 


EPN/atb 


January 27, 1959 


Mr. Winfield A. Walrath, County Historian 
Department of History and Archives 

Old Court House 

Fonda, New York 


Dear Mr. Walraths: 


Thank you for your letter of January 22, 1959. 
T had previously written the New York State 
Library, at Albany, and the Schoharie County 
Historical Society but they had no papers of 
Thomas Machin. 

I am not familier with the article written by 
Robert M. Hartley and wonder if you would advise 
me where I might locate a copy. It also is 
possible that he ad some of the papers of 
Thomas Machin and I am wondering whether it 
would be worth while to write his family. 


Your continued helpfulness will be appreciated. 


Sincerely yours, 


ERIC P, NEWMAN 


EPN/atb 


COUNTY OF MONTGOMERY 


W.A.WALR AFH Department of History and Archives OE AE NEED, 
COUNTY HISTORIAN SENIOR CLERK 
AND ARCHIVIST ‘ OLD COURT HOUSE 


FONDA,N.Y. 


N February 9, 1959. 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 

Edison Brothers Stores, Inc. 
400 Washington Avenue 

St. Louis 2, Missouri 


Dear Mr. Newman: 


We are enclosing a copy of the late Robert M. 
Hartley's article on Thomas Machin, with an introduction 
by Melvin W. Lethbridge, late of Amsterdam, New York. 
I am sure you will find this article was taken from Simm's 
Frontiersmen. 


Regarding Thomas Machin's papers, I doubt if 
either Mr. Hartley or Mr. Lethbridge ever had them. The 
Mr. Frank Vank is also dead, and as far as I know, did not 
have the Machin papers. 

Perhaps Mr. Edward J. Sheehan, former County 
Historian, Fultonville, New York, could give you informa- 
tion concerning the original Thomas Machin papers. 


The fee for the enclosed copy is $1.00. 


Sincerely yours, ! 
s/f 7 
C arg. Sh 


(Mrs.) Carol W. Bussing. 


Enc: 


CAPTAIN THOMAS MACHIN, PATRIOT. 


A member of the "Boston Tea Party." Distinguished Engineer. 
Expert Artilleriest. Revolutionary Officer. Noted Surveyer. 
Prominent Mason, and personal friend of General Washington and 
Governor George Clinton. 

There is mown on the old maps of Montgomery and Schoharie 
county a plot of land parallel with the line dividing the two coun- 
ties about two and one fourth miles long and one mile wide which is 
registered as the "Machin Patent", one fourth of its width lying in 
the towns of Charleston and Root, Montgomery County and three fourths 
of its width lying in the town of Carlisle, Schoharie County, the 
southern boundry being within three-fourths of a mile of the Cherry 
Valley Turnpike, and is intersected by three roads leading to the 
turnpike, one of which leads directly to Sloansville about three and 
one half miles south-west of Captain Machin's home which was burned 
down a few years ago, and the family cemetery in which a few of his 
people are still lying, one of them being a daughter-in-law, A. map 
of the locallity is attached. 

It was the good fortune of the writer to obtain Captain Machin's 
surveyers chain, which he used on all of his work, from a Mr. Frank 
Vunk, who obtained it from a son of Captain Machin through personal 
friendship, and to present it to the Montgomery Historical Society 
for preservation. This chain consists of rods with a loop in each 
end, each rod being connected with another by a small ring, and at- 
tached to the chain is Captain Machin's personal "Mark" a small brass 
trowel. The site of the house and cemetery is shown on the map to- 
gether with the site of another cemetery where the remains of another 
Revolutionary Patriot, (Alexander Bryan) is interred. The following 
article was written by Robert M. Hartley of the town of Florida, 


Montgomery County, N. Y. 


Melvin W. Lethbridge. 


op Arvale dain NY 
(Atecnaed) 


CAPTAIN THOMAS MACHIN 
NOTED REVOLUTIONARY SOLDIER 
AND 
PIONEER SETTLER IN TOWN OF CHARLESTON, 


MONTGOMERY COUNTY, NEW YORK. 


There were many gallant officers occupying subordinate positions 
in the Revolutionary army. In studying them as they moved together 
through the long midnight that enveloped our cause and country, we 
find something in each of these brave and worthy patriotic men to ad- 
mire, as each furnished a link in the great chain that was indespens- 
ible to success. Many today are comparatively unknown, while others 
won fame after the Revolutionary War, in their various professions, 
and are names that will go down in history. Among the now comparative- 
ly unknown was a man who after the Revolution, settled, lived and 
died in the town of Charleston, Montgomery County, and who during the 
war rendered invaluable service to our country. 

It may be said that he has no biographers. Jeptha R. Simms, who 
had access to his papers, is about the only writer who records much 
of anything about him, and it is well that he did, for otherwise we 
would not today know very much of the value and importance of his 
services. No subordinate officer of the Revolution was intrusted with 
a greater and more important task than Capt. Thomas Machin, who was 
delegated by Washington to assume the responsibility of completing 
and locating other defences and supervising the construction of the 
fortifications of the Hudson River and the Highlands. By profession 
he was an engineer of rare ability, distinguished for his mathimatical 
skill, and ag an officer in the artillery greatly admired for his 
personal bravery and the skilled manner of handling guns. By his 
ability, genius and character he early won the esteem and personal 
friendship of Gen. Washington and Gov. George Clinton, as well as the 
high regard of every officer under whom he served during the war. 

Yet today comparatively few even know that such a man as Capt. Thomas 


Machin ever lived. 


He was born March 20, 1744, four miles from Wolverhampton, 
Staffordshire, England. His father, John Machin was a distinguished 
mathematician, had two sons, John and Thomas. The former was killed 
at the seige of some town near the outlet of the Red Sea; and the latter 
was one of a corps of English cadets, which with the British infantry 
became so distinguished for their bravery in the battle of Minden, 
Prussia, This regiment of Cadets or Fensibles, were almost annihilated 
in the battle of Minden in August 1757, between the Allied army under 
Ferdinand and the French. When the war ended he entered the employ of 
the celebrated engineer, James Brinley and became a good practical 
engineer, while in Brinley's service he assisted in building the Duke 
of Bridgewaters famous canal and stone aqueduct, 40 feet above the 
Irwell River. Upon the completion of this great enterprise, he made a 
journey to the East Indies, and in the year 1772, he sailed to America 
where he took up his residence in New York. His principal object in 
coming to America was to examine a supposed copper mine in New Jersey. 
He expressed himself as much pleased with the people and the great 
advantages of the new country and after a short stay in New York he 
went to Boston to settle as a permanent resident. 

Though an Englishman by birth, education and sentiment, he 
quickly understood and warmly espoused the cause of the Bostonians 
against the Mother country, and in 1773, we find him an active member 
of the "Boston Tea Party." He was engaged in the battle of Bunker 
Hill, where he was wounded in the arm, while acting as a Lieutenant 
of Artillery. General Knox observing his skill and gallantry, on Jan. 
18, 1776, commissioned him a 2nd Lieutenant in the Regt. of Artillery. 
From April 1 to June, 1776, because of his skill as an engineer, he 
was chosen by Major Ward to lay out and superintend the erection of 
the fortifications for the defence of the town and harbor of Boston. 
His ability soon attracted the attention of Washington, who on July 
21, ordered him to “proceed to Forts Montgomery and Constitution in 
the Hudson Highlands, where under the command of Gov. George Clinton, 
he was to act as sole director and chief engineer to complete the works 


then laid out and such others, as with the advise of Col. James Clinton, 


may be deemed necessary." It is said that this order brought consider- 


able protest from the Congressional Commissioners and engineers who 


had been in charge of the building of these defences. But the needs 
were critical and Washington was not aatisfied, as little or no progress 
was being made by the Commissioners, on the works under construction. 

In the order to the commissioners, Washington notified them, “that he 
would send an engineer who would take the sole direction of the fortifi- 
cations in the Highlands and relieve the Commissioners of further 
service in that direction." Lieut. Machin entered vigorously upon the 
work and by his skill and dunes rapidly completed the work on Forts 
Montgomery and Clinton. Other engineers at that time were engaged in 
placing obstructions across the river. The first of these-a chevaux- 
de-frieze was placed just below Fort Montgomery, but did not meet 
satisfaction and the second attempt was a chain stretching from shore 
to shore. This also was not satisfactory, as it was not properly 
supported, and Lieut Machin was authorized "to alter it in such manner 
ag he thought best calculated to answer the purpose," which he did, 

and the chain withstood the strain. Several other booms and chains 
were placed across the river at various places, with more or less success 
during the year 1777 and 78, under the direction of Lieut Machin, whose 
rank was now that of Captain Lieutenant of Artillery, having been 
commissioned to this rank Jan. 1, 1777, although this commission was 
not passed upon the Board of War, until April 21, 1780. 

In Sept. 1777, he was employed as a recruiting officer for his 
regiment under Col. John Lamb, with headquarters at New Windsor. IN 
Oct. Sir Henry Clinton in making a diversion in favor of Gen. Burgoyne, 
against the patriotic forces along the Hudson River, during the attact 
and capture of Fort Montgomery, Capt Machin while engaged in handling 
a gun was shot through the breast, the bullet coming out under the 
right shoulder. The fort was captured by Clinton but Machin escaped. 

During the periodd’ his recovery from his wounds he was cared 
for and entertained at the home of his close friend, Gov. Geo Clinton. 
By early in December, Capt. Machin was so far recovered that he was able 
to report for regular duty. Early in Jan. 1778, it was determined to 
rebuild Fort Constitution and erect new fortifications at West Point, 
and also to chain the Hudson at this point, and on Feb. 2,,1778, Capt. 
Machin and Quarter Master Gen. Pickering entered into a contract with 


the Sterling Iron Works, for the manufacture of the great chain, which 


was to be stretched across the River from West Point to Constitution 
Island. The Sterling Iron Works was located in the present town of 
Warwick, Orange Co., a distance of 25 miles from West Point, yet 
under the supervision of Capt. Machin the great chain was forged and 
delivered in six weeks and in Position by May 1. Capt. Machin had 
the entire supervision of the building of the chain, securing the 
timber for floating and placing it in position. The duties of Capt. 
Machin during the two or more years stay in the Highlands, were 
many and various, and the important service he rendered, proved that 
Washington did not underate his opinion of him and his ability as an 
engineer. In April, 1779, he was with his regiment-Col. Lamb's 
second Nt.» Artillery, ana-took part in Col. VanSchaick"s expedition 
against the Onondaga Indians, During this expedition he kept a 
military journal, which is published in "Cook's Journal of the 
Sullivan Expedition.” 

In May, 1779, on his return from the Onondaga country, he was 
called upon and employed by the City Committee of Albany to take 
a water level, between that city and Schenectady, with a view of 
supplying that city with water. He submitted plans to show the 
manner in which an acqueduct and reservoir could be built, to 
furnish the city with water. This survey also was made with refer- 
ence to an inland water communication between the Mohawk at 
Schenectady and the Hudson at Albany. He was in command of his com- 
pany of Col. Lambs Artillery during the summer of 1779, in the 
Sullivan Expedition against the Western Indians, and on his return 
was ordered to Morristown, N. J. where he spent some time assisting 
in laying out the winter encampment. But we find him again back in 
the Highlands during the summer and winter of 1780-81. In the fall 
of 1781, Capt. Machin accompanied the Artillery park of Gen Wash- 
ington's Army south and he added in laying out the American works 
at the memorable seige of Yorktown. During the early part of the 
siege his skill as a gunner was again manifested, when agreeable to 
the orders of Gen. Knox he was directed to personally fire on a 
certain British vessel, and the shot entered the magazine blowing the 
ship to atoms. After the surrender of Cornwallis he returned to New 


Windsor, and in August, 1782, he married Susan, the daughter of James 


Van Nostrand of Huntington, L. I. the marriage taking place at the 
house of his intimate friend "Timothy Dunning" in Goshen. In 1783, 
he journeyed to the Indian country where he surveyed a tract of land 
near Murder's Creek, and superintended clearing part of the tract 
for his friend, Governor Clinton. 

On the approach of peace in 1783, he laid aside his war-like 
implements and settled a few miles back of Newburg, at New Grange, 
Ulster Co. near Great Pond, where in 1784, he erected a saw and 
grist mill. In 1787, he formed a partnership with nine others to 
coin copper money, provided Congress or any state enacted a law 
allowing individuals to in Pee a such a law was enacted, a 

Wyre tee (Se At Atria 0 Mew Crh 
according to an old({mews try) of 789, the firm coined at Machin's 
Mills, a thousand pounds of copper into money for New York, Vermont and 
Comnecticut. During this year he acquired a tract of land in 
Montgomery County, and in the fall he visited it accompanied by 
several others, cleared some of the land, erected a log house and 
planted fruit trees. This tract, was located near the southern 
border of the present town of Charleston, about a mile north of the 
present Cherry Valley Turnpike, between Sloansville and Carlisle. 

In January, 1791, he removed his family to this new home in the then 
town of Mohawk, from which in 1793 was organized the present towns of 
Mohawk, Glen, Charleston and Florida, where with his farming he 
continued to practice his Brofession as a surveyor. He took an active 
interest in all things pertaining to the promotion and welfare of 

his section, by his uncommon strength of character, integrity and 
skill, he not only gained the admiration and respect of his new 
neighbors and friends but his advise and political influence was 
sought by the prominent men of that section of the state. 

At the close of the Revolutionary War he became a member of 
the Cincinnati Society. He was also a mason of high standing. 
Through his influence he established the Mark Ames Lodge of Masons 
at Schoharie, and was appointed its first master by Ezra Ames, 
then Grand High Priest, who authorized him to enstall its first 
officers. 


He died at his residence on April 3, 1816, aged 72 years, and 


was buried with Masonic honros, in the family grave yard on his old 


farm. Here his remains lay for over 80 years, when the old farm 


being practically abandoned, the grave yard neglected and overgrown 


with brush and bramble and almost forgotten, when in 1905, through 


the influence of the late William E. Roscoe of Carlisle, Schoharie 


Co, his remains were exhumed and reinterred with military and masonic 


honors, in the Carlisle Cemetery, in the presence of a considerable 


assemblage of people. 


Libbie, b. d._ Sarah Crosby Pen- 
Married Gilbert 


CAPTAIN THOMAS MACHIN 


Mar Elizabeth,b_ 
Charleston Four 


Corners, 5/29/49, 


Phebe, b. 1818 d, 22/27/28. mar 


de. 1909, Married 8/29/1883, Wm Pat- 

&tephen Brockway terson Peter, b. 

Crosby, b.1812,d. 3/6/1846, d.Nov. 

1901. 1922. ISSUE:- 
Anne Crosby Peter 
B.7/4/1884/, is 
living at 1923 
Park Ave. Denver, 
Colo. 


dleton, living in | 





Tillapaugh. Augusta, Ill. 
( A cousin of Mrs 
Simpkins ) | Helen, mar Dr. 





Browning, now 
living 25 Kewen 
place, San 
Marrina, Cal. 


Hattie, mar. ev. 
Albert. B. Sehnrader 
D.D. living 445 
West 67th Street, 


Machin, Jr. Kansas City, Mo. 
So, D, Love 


Capt.Thomas Machin Capt in War of 1812-15 


Born Mar 20 1744, 
died Apr 3, 1816, 
married at Goshen 
Pact oe MAUS, pass 
Susan VanNostrand 
ef Huntington, L.I. 


In 1815 app'td Capt in 
Up ier REEL Lery, 

Married Nacy McMichael, 
born, 1794, as 2901. 


Timothy N. b. Elinor. 
N.Y. SST grad 

Albany Law School, 
Settled Thulumme 

ho, Cal. 2300, Le 

Gov of Cal, d. Oak- 
land, Dec. 1905. 
Married San Fran, 

Apr 12, 1864 to 

Nancy McKnight. 


James. 
Was living in 
Quincy, Ill. 


What facts can you add to the knowledge of 


THE MACHIN'S MILLS MINT 
NEAR NEWBURGH, NEW YORK 


What occurred in the mysterious operation of the mint 
for the coinage of coppers erected at Orange Lake, New York, 
about 17867 When Thomas Machin, a hero of the American Revolution, 
used land of Governor George Clinton of New York for a "money~ 
making" venture it was hoped that the State of New York would 
approve a coining franchise for his sbbodie tien as had been 
granted to others in the neighboring states of Connecticut, 
Vermont, New Jersey and Massachusetts. Since that did not material- 
ize the group turned to the unauthorized coinage of coppers. 
If we only knew more about what coins they made we might answer 
many questions about American coinage during the period before 
the’ Constitution. | | 

Genuine and counterfeit British halfpence were cir- 
culating freely in the United States before and after the Revol- 
ution and the profit in manufacturing a few more seemed attract- 
ive = particularly at Machin's Mills because there was no law 
against counterfeiting copper in New York at that time. The soins 
ceeiex at Machin's Mills are as much a part of American numis- 
matics as any other series - even though most of them were imi- 
tation British halfpence. Some are dated 1776, 1778, 1787 and 
1788, dates when no genuine British halfpence were wilted. (thai 
are hundreds of varieties of counterfeit British halfpence 
dated from 1770 to 1775, and a few dated 1781, 178) and 1785 
which may be Machin Mills or other American pieces. Many a col- 
lector's junk box has American pieces of this type in it, but 
theke they remain unidentified. The Vermont, Connecticut, and | 


New Jersey pieces which are candidates for a Machin Mills source 


at least are known as well as those with New York and Federal 
insignia. Yet which were made in Machin's Mills is unknown. 
It is not even known what coins are referred to in the Gonnecticut 
mint report where it is said thet Maj. Eli Leavenworth hac coppers 
made in New York (Machin's Mills) which were similar to Connecti- 
eut coinages. 

For over ten years the writer has been gatherine data 
on Machin's Mills to write up the subject and sincerely needs 
the cooperation of many numismatists. If the joint effort of 
everyone who has any relative data were pooled substantial 
further progress can result. We are on the threshhold of adding 
anew series of American coins. No fact is too obvious to 
restudy, no prior statement exempt from challenge, no Eighteenth 
Century George III British halfpence too unimportant to examine. 


What can you add to this subject. 


The records of Thomas Machin are still to be located, 
They were used by Jeptha R.Simms in The History of Schoharie 
Peaats in. 1845 bad their whereabouts are unknown. In the History 
of Newburgh, by Ruttenber, and the History of Orange County by 
Eager there are comments about the mint. Rixrutxtiekeaxyxanixtken 
ixasky Hiekeox was the first numismatist to comment, then Crosby 
(pp. 172, 190-202, 290, 319) adds more data. C.Wyllys Betts 

first tried to identify Wachin's Seitetion British halfpence 

in his pamphlet "Counterfeit Halfpence". Kurth in the February 
192 Numisnatist pushes the frontier forward, then Breen in 

the January 1952 Numi smatist described the amazing Fairfield 
County Hoard. In the Centennial Publication of the American 
Numiona tic Society the article of the undersigned entitled "A 
Newly Discovered Coin Solves a Vermont Numismatic Enigma", attempts 
bo explain the relationship: between the Vermont coinage and 


Machin's Mills imitation British halfpence. 


iil 


Even the word "Bungtown coppers" needs clarification. — 
Many writers have stated that this expression refers to coppers” 
with unofficial legends such as Gregory III Pon, Ganges III Rate, 
Britain's Happy Isle, or Bonny Girls. There is a great probab=- 
ility that Bungtown refers to imitation British halfpence with — 
standard legends rather than evasive legends and that the coppers 
with evasive legends were never used in America. Has any reader | 
ever found any evidence in letters, newspapers, diaries, hoards, 
or otherwise, that coppers with unofficiel legends ever cir 
Culated in America? Are not the Machin's Milis halfpence sone 


of the true Bungtowns? 


Can you help with your ideas, your data and information 
as to your coins? Needles in a haystack can be found, parti- 


cularly with the nagnetisn of numismatics. 


Eric P. Newman 
6450 Ceeil Avenue 


St. Louis 5, Missouri © == © 
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THE MACHIN!S MILLS PARTNERSHIP AGREEMENTS 


Although the minting of some coppers at Machin's 


Mills had been accomplished in 1786, there have been preserved 


the two formal agreements of partnership, one dated April 28. 
1787, and the other dated June 7, 1787. (See plate eae o 
analysis of these agreements both as to what is said and what is 
unsaid gives us the scope of the enterprise. 

The purpose of the partnership was to secure one or 
more franchises or assignments of franchises to coin money for 
the United States of America or for any of the States. 

The parties to the April 18, 1787 agreement, from their 
description in the instrument and from other available information 
are as follows: 


“Petar Brewer,” 


Samuel Atlee, New York City, immer ei=akerter, aue—nesber—of 


ao SS ee vi ae SS oe 


James F. Atlee, New York City, Decree empnaves aera” 


David Brooks, New York City, 


James Grier, New York City, Merchant (GQuiiejEracks wee. ) 


James Giles, New York City, Lawyer 











Tin SSeere Vary Zor vVioe' | Masons 


Thomas Machin, Ulster County, New York, Engineer and=onne ref 


obligations and duties of in we re 





The rights, 


as follows: 


Each party was to have an equal one-sixth share in the 


profits or losses. 


Each party was to contribute 50h New York money as 


capital. 
of a 4/2 


Machin was to contribute the free use of his mills. 

Brooks, Grier and Giles were to contribute 10h New 
York money each toward finishing the works at the mills. 

Both Atlees were to permit the free use of their die 
making and other tools. 

James F,. Atlee and Machin were to be in charge of pro- 
duction of coins or as specifically stated to "perform that part 


of the trade which concerns the manufactory of hard-ware" , wd 


Giles was to keep the books and to act as cashier. 


Samuel Atlee, Brooks and Grier were to do everything 


else weeiesh can be assumed | © included using political influence 


to obtain the franchises. 


The second partnership agreement, dated June 7, 1787 


the original New York partners 
was a consolidation of/and those who held the Vermont coinage 


Be Virwed fravcleie. wre thre gurth ly § & 
franchise, the-latter-being Reuben Harmon and William Coley, 
both of Bennington, Vermont; Elias Jackson of Litchfield County, 
Connecticut and Daniel Van Voorhis of New York City. The original 
New York group not only agreed to pay the Vermont franchise holders 
hOOL New York money as a bonus but also agreed to put in 508 
capital for each of the four Vermont franchise holders, so that 


oth 


each of the 10 partners would have a one-tenth interest in, the 


-2- 4/2 


Operations @&eweiees a one-tenth interest in the Vermont fran- 
chise. In other words the original New York group paid 600b 


heels 


for a 60% interest in the Vermont coining franchise as ve hg 


blanch 


dio t cum any coining franchise rights, 


The second partnership agreement was for an eight year 
duration beginning July 1, 1787 because the Vermont coining fran- 
chise covered that period and was generally on the same terms as 
the first partnership agreement with a few interesting exceptions: 

The two groups exchanged cashiers by having Van Voorhis 
of the Vermont group become cashier of the Ulster County, N. Y. 
operations and Grier of the New York group become cashier of the 


Rupert, Vermont operations. 


The Rupert, Vermont works were to be completed by the 


Vermont group and were to be operated by Harmon and Coley for 
"the Coinage of Money" whereas the Ulster County, N.Y. works , 


were to be completed by the New York group and were to be oper- 


Manufacturing Hard Ware", The use of the words "Manufacturing 





Hard Ware" in the Ulster County operations in addition to 


"Coinage of Money" cannot be construed to have its normal meaning 


plan coppir 


and can only be construed to mean thay the eee ve on Oe 


rv bod a 
feit British halfpence onother-soumteEfatts, would be carried on 


ated by Machin and James F. Atlee for "the Coinage of Money & ‘ 
A 





in New York as part of the partnership enterprise. By the terms 


ae 4/2 


of the Vermont coinage franchise the production of counterfeits 
would have violated the Act of October 2h, 1786 and subjected 
the Vermont coinage franchise to forfeiture and therefore the 
Rupert works were to be used only for"the ‘Coinage of Money". 
The events which took place before either of these 
partnership agreements were made indicate the basic purpose 
of Machin and the Atlees to obtain a coinage franchise at least 
Copper coinage franchises were 


on pune IT, 1785 


granted(in Connecticutggm in Vermont 


and wm Marersech.¢hhlg pn betta /7,/78 6 


am@ in Jew Jersey dn Junt| (Iso that it was only natural for New York 


for the State of New York. 












N 


Z to undertake what its neighboring states had done. As a result 


The Journal of the Assembly of New York, on February 12, 


(SubarginerDly a corntr 9 Neur jeraty conte) 
a 


1787, records a petition of John siabemaeesedl raat Ephraim Brasher/to mt 
“nate 

% 
coin copper and on March 3, 1787 records a similar petition filed * 
by Thomas Machin. In each case these petitions were referred to 


committees of which David Brooks was a member but no report of 


these committees is recorded. 


ou geeat hy 


Wwa4eL 
David Brooks ,—trewevrer,—badtherciclere—been appointed 


to a committee to regulate the circulation of Gopper Coin in 


the State of New York and on March 3, 1787 submitted a report 


ae b/2 


of the committee (See pages ) showing the abuses caused 
by the circulation of Birmingham halfpence and New Jersey coppers. 
Machin's petition for a franchise to coin copper was filed simul- 
taneously with this report. On March 15, 1787 a committee was 


appointed to bring in a bill to establish a coinage of copper 
for New York and to regulate the value of copper coin in circue- 
lation, Alexander Hamilton, David Brooks and John Lansing were 
made members of that committee. 

It can be noted that the Machin's Mills partnership 
agreement was signed April 18, 1787 while the coinage matters 
were under committee consideration and the fact that David 
Brooks became a partner was a maneuver which was none too 
subtle. In addition to the political conniving of David Brooks 
it must also be remembered that Machin's Mills were on property 

Menge Chitnr 
owned by the Governor of New York, Yet, the close friendship 
between Thomas Machin and Governor George Clinton, as well 
as ac self-serving bogies, Davia Brooks arranged for himself, 
were not of sufficient political weight to have any coinage 
franchise granted by the State of New York. 

It was only natural that actual specimen or pattern 
coins proposed for authorization by the State of New York 


would have been prepared to support any petition for the New 


York copper coining franchise. The known coppers bearing 
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insignia or mottoes applicable only to the State of New York atc at 
A 


s 





There was always a vigorous effort,sto keep the oper- 


vs 
for good business reasons 


ations at Machin's Mills secret 





While th. page 


ipa + coat 
NN em not technically jany New York law if yg 2. 
a Ag wea oe 


mie thes production of imitation halfpence from New York 


or sold 3% to others témy could not mmm their activities, gen- 


A 
erally known because they would be promptly disqualified from 
a. 
securing sy copper coining franchise from any governmental 
authority. It is amusing to learn that "Atlee, the engraver, 
wore a horrid mask, and frightened some boys who came to fish 
(in the Great Pond) so that they never ventured near the mill 
again", (Simms, History of Schoharie County). The noise of the 
tumbler run by water power at night to smooth and pelish the 


planchets was used as a basis for saying that the devil himself 


actually worked for them. 


The New York law was not applicable either to the 


manufacture of authorized Vermont coppers and to the minting of 
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of imitation Connecticut coppers as it only applied to counter- 


feit English copper. The people around Newburgh, however, 


wean s, 
at Machine Malls 
although not fully aware of what was going on had their opinion 


that WWlachin's "operations there, as they were conducted in secret, 


were looked upon at that time with suspicion, as illegal and 


wrong". (Eager - An outline of History of Orange Gounty, p.205M). 


The mill operators must have used some coppers ,to buy supplies 


4 


as James Donnelly, who was born and raised in Newburgh during the 
period recalled the following boyhood experience when he was 85: 


"Those who had beef to sell, used to drive it under 
an apple tree, and kill, dress and sell it there. The 

best cuts sold for six coppers (twenty-four coppers to a 
shilling) a pound; and pork sold for three coppers a 
pound. These coppers were made by Capt. Machin, out at 

the Big Pond. I took about a peck of them once down to 
Schultz's mill and got two bushels of flour. I remember 


it because Schultz sat down on the floor to count them, 
and I had to wait until he was done. * * #" 
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i Haya 40/3/90 
From conversation with EK. Maltby Shipp, 


Newburgh Historical Society 


From: HISTORY OF ORANGE COUNTY, NEW YORK 
By Russel Headley, pub. 1908 


P, 3463 

"Orange Lake, now a noted summer resort 
was called by the early settlers Dutch Bennin 
Water, and later Machen's Pond, from Captain 
Machen, an engineer employed by Congress in 
1777. in erecting fortifications in the High-. 
lan@s and stretching the hugh obstructing 
chain across the Hudson. It was also called 
Big Pond as distinct from Little Pond in New 
Windsor. The lake covers about four hundred 
acres and is kept well fed by creeks and 
large springs. Numerous cottages dot its 
shores and an amusement park is conducted 
under the management of the Orange County 
Traction Company, Extensive improvements 
were made in 1907 including the erection of 
a large theatre and other buildings." 


a From book called "NEWBURGH” (written about 1900) 
P. 54: 


Nae 


ea 


"The historical fact connected with the 
lake is that shortly after the war there 
was @ coinage mill or mint here, built on 
the outlet. It was erected by Captain 
Machin, first for a grist mill. In 1787 
he formed a partnership with several New 
York men for the purpose of coining money 
and the firm was afterwards incorporated 
with a similar company chartered by the 
State of Vermont. Copper was coined into 
money. Vermont money solely. The building 
was of wood 30 x 40 fest and two stories 
high, The copper was obtained by melting 
cannon, leaving the zine in the alloy. A 
little silver was coined also. The workmen 
wore masks to create a terror in the néigh- 
borhood. It is said that the first coin 
bearing the motto "e pluribus unim" was 
made at this mill. The enterprise was 
abandoned in 1700 on the adoption of the 
Constitution. During the war Captain Machin 
superintended the placing of obstructions in 
the Hudson. He settled in Newburgh at the 
close of the war, but subsequently removed to 
Schoharie County where he died in 1816." 





American Journal of Numismatics, October, 1870. Pe 42. 


"THE COINAGE OF VERMONT 


RS AP 


"It is understood that the State coinage had, at that time, 
little currency in Canadas but if copper could be coined 
which would pass readily there, it would undoubtedly yield 

_ @ hendsome profit. The most obvious mothod to accomplish 
this, was to imitate the design of the British half pence, 
To counterfeit them would involve no risk to the coiner, 

4? he did it upon foreign soils; but the person who knowingly 
uttered them within the British dominions, would be held 
liable to a severe penalty, Might it not have occurred to 
the Ulster County coiners, that if they were to mule their 
coinage between British and American devices, it would pass 
currently enough in Canada, and still nas panier? the utterer 
to criminal prosecution? 


However this might have been, the conjecture is, that the 
mint in Ulster was responsible for the copper coinage which 
has been so commonly attributed to Vermont." 


| Su PS II , ee < 
CONNECTICUT AND | a ae 


VERMONT COPPERS By HOWARD H, KURTH 
Schenectady, N.Y. 


OF BRITISH TYPE 
(Paper presented to the Philadelphia Convention of the A. N. A.) 


That the copper coins of Connecticut (1785-1788) and of Vermont (1786- 
1788) are of the same general type as the regular British halfpennies of George 
II and George III is obvious to anyone who has made even a casual comparison, 
Yet writers in describing the early American coinages usually neglect, for some 
reason or other, to mention this important fact. 


In these carly vmtures in coinage authorized by the States it is not 
surprising that some attempt was made to produce a coin that had the general 
appearance of tne copper that was then in circulation. ‘The people were already 
familiar with the English halfpennies, and to some extent with their Bungtown 
imitations, Then, too, the precedent had already been long established by Mmglish 
speculators of privately issuing copper pieces that were passable imitation of re- 
gular halfpennies, but by certain variations in the inscriptions could not be 
strictly considered counterfeits. The inscriptions on coins were, after all, in 
Latin, often abbreviated, and were understood by very few of the people. Even 
complete changes in the inscription would readily go unnoticed and would not hinder 
the general circulation of a coin, Considering the many errors found on the coins 
of Connecticut, for example, it seems that even some of the engravers who cut the 
dies were possibly entirely ignorant of the meaning of the inscriptions on the very 
coins they were meking, 


In the wording of the coinage laws, both Connecticut and Vermont were 
careful to avoid an open declaration of any intention of imitating the current 
copper coins of Englend., The Connecticut law prescribed, "a man's head on one 
side and on the other side the emblem of Liberty." Relative to the second con~ 
tract let to Reuben Harmon by the State of Vermont for the coinage of copper, the 
law called for, “onsone side a head, - - - on the reverse a woman," * 

. Pie 

The reguler British halfpennies of George II (1729+1754) and of George 
III (1770-1775) are very common, and fine specimens cen be obtained at a nominal 
price, They bear, on the obverse a laureate bust of tne King in cuirass and the 
inscription, "GEORGIVS II (or III) REX." ‘The reverse bears a female figure to the 
left seated on a glove. In her right outstretched hand she holds an olive branch, 
In her left hand, with forefinger pointed upward, she holds a spear. To the right 
is an ornate British shield with scrolls at top and bottom; ‘The inscription reads 
“BRITAN-NIA," and in the exergue is the date, The collector of carly American coins 
should have examples of these halfpennies so that he may compare them with the cop= 
pers of Vermont and Connecticut. Also of interest for comparison are the spurious 
coppers that were privately manufactured in Birmingham and other places, Some of 
these, the so-called Bungtowns, bear altered and sometimes nonsensical inscriptions; 
others are strictly counterfeits and, like the regular coins, bear the king's name 
and the word, "Britannia." Some of the latter carry dates between the years 1754 and 
1770, or between the years 1775 and 1799, proving them certainly false, as no gen= 
uine British halfpennies were issued in these periods, 


It might be well to compare the coins of George II with those of George 
III, The most apparent difference is that George II faces left, while George III 
faces right. George II is shown with a rather square shaped profile, with high 
forehead and firm jaw. George III, on tne other hand, has a relatively round 
Shaped head, with sharply sloping forehead and week chin, On the early coins of 
George II the lower truncation of the bust curves downward, roughtly parellel to 
the edge of the coin, On tne coins of George III the truncation of the shoulder 
curves upward, opposed to the curve of tne coin's lower edge, With these differ= 
ences in mind, the bust of either George II or of George III can be identified on 
many of the coins of Connecticut and Vermont in spite of the crude style that is 
typical of these series, : 


| ‘fhe major difference between the Britisn coppers and their American imfe | 
| tations is found, of course in the inscriptions, Instead of the name and title of the 
King, they bear the words, "AUCTORI CONNEC," or "VERMON, AUCTORI" (ay authority of 
Connecticut or Vermont). The reverses instead of "Britannia! have, "INDE. ET LIB," 
(Independence and Liberty). a 


- 2e : 


However, attention should also be given to the minor respects in which the 
Americans coins differ from their British models, 


The coins of Connecticut show more originality in detail than those of 
Vermont. The bust of George II on the Connectimit pieces is sometimes shown with 
draped rather than cuirassei bust. The figure of "Independence and Liberty" 
(Britannia) often bears a Liberty cap mounted on her staff, ‘The glove on which she 
is seated is usually delineated with meridianal and latitudinal circles, A signi- 
ficant detail to which little notice has been taken is on the shield. On most Con- 
necticut coppers the devices on tue shield are unfortunately not visible. However, 
on some varieties, when in fine condition, there can be seen three figures that might 
be mistaken for misshapen dollar signs, These are really intended to be three vines 
of the State seal. The original colonial seal of about 1644 represented a vineyard 
of fifteen vines, and above the vines a hand holding a scréll with the motto, "Qui 
franstulit Sustinet." This was modified in 1711 and the mumber of vines was reduced to 
three. The vines symbolize the colony brought over and planted there in the wilderness 
and the motto (He who transplanted contimes to sustain) expresses the belief that he 
“whe trought over the vine continues to take care of it. 


The coins of Vermont on the other hand copy the British halfpennies more 
closely. ‘The shield is invariably Britannic. The globe, when visible at all, is 
plain surfaced. The spear is never surmounted by a Liberty cap. The busts are all 
in cuirass and, with the exception of the so-called "Baby head," are all crude but 
recognizable portraits of the King = George II facing left, or George III facing 
right. The Baby head, with its high bulging forehead, seems to be the result of an 
attempt on the part of a rather inexperienced die Gutter to go to the opposite exe 
treme and to make, perhaps for patriotic reasons, a portrait as unlike George III 
as possible, This, however, is a mere conjecture and should be considered as such, 


We mast not overlook the Vermont copper of 1787 with "Britannia" reverse, 
which illustrates more completely than any other coin the subject of this paper. 
Instead of expressing "Independence and Liberty" it bears the inscription "Britan- 
nia." It is true however that on all examples of this variety the word "Britannia" 
is extremely weak and never completely legible. Nothing of the date shows but part 
of the final seven. We do not believe that this is entirely due to weak striking as 
the obverse is often very strong, but think that some attempt must have been made to 
obliterate the reverse inscription by filing down the field of the reverse diew Ae 
ccording to Crosby, this piece was probably struck at Thomas Machin's Mint, Newburg, 
N.¥. If anything, it seems to support the suspicion of some authorities that this 
mint was at one time engaged in the manufacture of counterfeit British halfpennies. 
As a makeshift emergency, or to save the trouble of making a new die, one of the 
“Britannia dies might have been used to serve as a Vermont reverse. This thoory 
would be substantiated if a counterfeit British halfpenny could be found struck with 
this same reversedie. One of the most distinctive characteristics of this particular 
reverse die is the tiny S-shaped fold in the drapery of Britannia's lap, and this 
might possibly serve as a clue to identify it im some as yet undiscovered combination 
with some other obverse, 


In making=s study of the coins of Connecticut and the later issues of 
Vermont we should not lose sight of the important fact that the type is in imtation 
of the British halfpennies, When exhibits of early American coins are made, British 
halfpennies should be included so that this significant characteristic of two of our 
early State coinszes can be clearly demonstrated, A realistic approach to the study 
is necessary if we are to develop a keener and more understanding appreciation of our 
neglected early coins. 





; 10/8/53 
From conversation with E. Maltby Shipp, 


Newburgh Historical Society 


From: HISTORY OF ORANGE COUNTY, NEW YORK 
By Russel Headley, pub. 1908 


P, 3463 

"Orange Lake, now a noted summer resort 
was called by the early settlers Dutch Bennin 
Water, and later Machen's Pond, from Captain 
Machen, an engineer employed by Congress in 
1777 in erecting fortifications in the High- 
lands and stretching the hugh obstructing 
chain across the Hudson. It was also called 
Big Pond as distinct from Little Pond in New 
Windsor. The lake covers about four hundred 
acres and is kept well fed by creeks and 
large springs. Numerous cottages dot its 
shores and an amusement park is conducted 
under the management of the Orange County 
Traction Company. Extensive improvements 
were made in 1907 including the erection of 
a large theatre and other buildings." 


Gitmo Nut Ba, rhutbuegh 144/ 


From book called "NEWBURGH" (written about 1900) 


P. 543 

"The historical fact connected with the 
lake is that shortly after the war there 
was a coinage mill or mint here, built on 
the outlet. It was erected by Captain 
Machin, first for a grist mill. In 1787 
he formed a partnership with several New 
York men for the purpose of coining money 
and the firm was afterwards incorporated 
with a similar company chartered by the 
State of Vermont, Copper was coined into 
money. Vermont money solely. The building 
was of wood 30 x 40 feet and two stories 
high. The copper was obtained by melting 
cannon, leaving the zinc in the alloy. A 
little silver was coined also. The workmen 
wore masks to create a terror in the néigh- 
borhood. It is said that the first coin 
bearing the motto "e pluribus unim" was 
made at this mill. The enterprise was 
abandoned in 1700 on the adoption of the 
Constitution. During the war Captain Machin 
superintended the placing of obstructions in 
the Hudson. He settled in Newburgh at the 
close of the war, but subsequently removed to 
Schoharie County where he died in 1816," 





American Journal of Numismatics, October, 1870. p. 42 


"THE COINAGE OF VERMONT 


5 er a, 


"It is understood that the State coinage had, at that time, 
little currency in Canada; but if copper could be coined 
which would pass readily there, it would undoubtedly yield 

a handsome profit. The most obvious method to accomplish 
this, was to imitate the design of the British half pence, 
To counterfeit them would involve no risk to the coiner, 

if he did it upon foreign soils; but the person who knowingly 
uttered them within the British dominions, would be held 
liable to a severe penalty. Might it not have occurred to 
the Ulster County coiners, that if they were to mule their 
coinage between British and American devices, it would pass 
currently enough in Canada, and still not subject the utterer 
to criminal prosecution? 


However this might have been, the conjecture is, that the 
mint in Ulster was responsible for the copper coinage which 
has been so commonly attributed to Vermont," 


a, what 6% Kahin 2, Adnvek 
i } p Yheeiaintlt 2? JV. Pal 


The following story of Captain Thomas Machin appeared in the ST JOHNSVILLE 
ENTERPRICE UNDER DATE OF APRIL 2%ths,19824 


THOMAS MACHIN ADMIRED BY WASHINGTON 


SLE KH OE 


Famous army engineer lived and died in Montgomery County,N.Y. 


Constructed Fortifications on Hudson River.jias at Yorktowm.Famous Agtillery 
o ficers Settled on Machen Patent, Town of Charleston. Washington's Letter, 


He was a member of the “Boston Tea Party". A distinguished Engineer,Expert 
Artilerist. Revolutionary Officer.A Noted Surveyor.A PROMINENT MASON and 
Personal Friend of General Washington and Governor George Clinton. 


SEEKERS & & 


There is shown on the old maps of Montgomery and Schoharie County a plot of 

land parallel with the line dividing the two counties and about two and one«fourth 
miles long and one mile wide which is registered as the “Machin Patent” .Oneefourth 
of its width lying in the town of Charleston and Root,Montgomery County and 

three fourths of its width lying in the towm of Carlisle,Schoharie Go: nty,the 
southern boundery being with in three+fourths of a mile of the Cherry Valley 
Turnpike and is intersected by three roads leading to the Turnpike,one of which 
leads directly to Sloansville about three and oneehalf miles south est of 
Captain Machin's home which was burned down a few years ago,and the family 
cemetery in which a few of his people are still lying,on of them being a deughter- 
in laweA map of the locality is attached. 


It was the good fortune of the of the writer to obtain Cajtain Machin's 
surveyor's chain,which he used ém all his work,from a Mr Frank Vunk,ho obtained 
i$ from a son of Captain Machin through personal friendship and to present it to 
_the Montgomery County Historical Society for preservation.The chain consists of 
rods with a loop in each end, each rod beiny connected. with another by a small 
ring,and attached to the chain is Captain Machin's personal "Mark" , a small 
brass trowel.The sites of the house and cemetery is shown on the map together with 
the site of another cemetery were the revmins of another Revolutiogary Patriot 
(Alexander Bryan) is interred.The following article was written by Robert 
Eartiey of the town of Florida,Montgomery Cou'y, New York. 


SHSESSE SRS HES ORE 


CAPTAIN THOMAS MACHIN, NOTED REVOLUTIONARY SOLDIER 
» AND 
PIONEER SETTLER 


IN THE TOWN OF CHARLESTON, MONTGOMERY COUNTY , NEW YORE 
(Written for the Descendants Colum by Robert Hartley. ) 


There were many gallant officers occupying subordinate positions in the 
Revolutionary Army.In studying them as they moved together thrrough the long 
miguight that enveloped our cause and country,we find something in these 
brave,worthy and patriotic men to admire, as each furnished a link in the 
great chain that was indispensible to success. Among the now comparatively 
unknown was a man, who after the Revolution,settled,lived and died in the 

town of Charleston,Montgomery county,and, who ‘uring the war,rendered valuable 
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service to our countrys 
SIMVYS RENEWS ‘MEMORY OF FORGOTTEN HERD. 


It may be said of Captain Machin that he has had no biographers.Jeptha R. Simms, 
who had access to his papers,is about the only writer who records much of anything 
about him and it is well that he did,for otherwise we would not today kmow very 
much of the value and importance of his services. No subordinate officers of the 
Revolution wasehhsusted with greater and more important tasks than Captain 

THomas Machin , who was d-legated by General Washington to assume the responsibility 
of completeing and Kiipertising® loceting other defenses and suporvise the con 
struction of the fortifications of the Hudson river and |e Highlands.By profession 
Captain Machin was an engineer of rare ability,distinguished for his mathematical 
ekill and as an officer in the artillery,greatly admireé for his personal bravery 
and the skilled manner of handling cuns.DBy his ability,gen us and Khixaéhhs * 
character he early won the esteom of General Washington ond Governor George 
Clinton as well as the high regard of every officer under whom he served 

during the war.Yet,today comparatively few ever knew that such a man as 

Castain Machin ever lived. 


BORN IN ENGLAND 


Thomas Yachin was born Varch 20,1744 four miles from Wolverthanpton,Steffordshire, 
England. His father,John Machin, had two sons Johnathan and Thomas.The former 
was killed at the diege of kim s@ne town near the outlet of the Red Sea,and the 
latter was one of a corps of English Cadets,who with the British Infantry becane 
so distinguished for their bravery in the battle of M nden,Prussia.The regiment 
of Fensibles,were almost WH@ikwted’" annihilated in the battle of ! nden in 
August,1757.between the Allied Army under Ferdinand and the French.‘hen the war 
ended young Machin «ntered the employ of the celebrated Engineer, James Srinloy, 
end became a good practical engin-er,and while in Brinley's services he assisted 
he assisted in building the Duke of Bridgewater's famous canal and stone acqueduct 
40 feet sbove the Irwell Eiver.Upon the completionoéfthhisrgreatbtenhtrpprieehhe 
he made a journey to the East Indies end in the year 1772 he sailed to America, 
wiiere he took up his residence in New York City. His principal object in 
coming to America was to examine *&e supposed copper mine in New Jersey. He 
expressed himself as much pleased with the people and the great advantages 
of the new country and after a short stay in New York he went to Boston 
to setile as a permanent resideht.Though an Englishma» oy b rth and education 
and sentiment he quickly understood and warmly espoused the cause of the Sostonicns 
against the Mother co ntry,and in 1773 we find him an active member of the 
"Boston Tea Party.” He was enraged in th Rattle of Bunker Hill.,where he was 
wounded in the arm,while serving as licuten,nt of Artillery.(Note;There is 
also a tradition that he laid out the fortifications of Bunker Hill.)G neral 
Knox observing his skill and gallantry, on January 18,1776 commissioned him 
a Second Lieutenant in » Regiment of Srtillery.From April lst to June 1776 
because of his skill as en encineer,he was chosen to lay out and superintend 
the erection of the fortifications for the defense of the towm and harbot of 
Bostone 
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WASHINGTON APPRECIATES MACHIN'S TALENTS 


His ability soon attracted the attention of General Washington.who on July 
2lst.,ordered him “to proceed to Forts Montgomery and Constitution in the 
Hudson Highlands,where under the command of Governor George Clinton,he was to 
act as sole director ad chief engineer to complete the works tien laid put 

and such others, as with the advise of Colonel] James Clinton,may be deemed 
necessary." It is said t at this order brought considerable protest from the 
Congressional Commissioners and Engineers who had been in charge of the builing 
dofenses, but the needs were critical and General Washington was not satisfied, 
as little or no progress was being made by them on the works under construction, 
and/the order to the Commissioners,General Washington notified them,"That he 
would send an engineer who would take the sole direction of the fortifications 
in the Highlands and relieve the Commissioners of further service in that 
direction.” Lieutenant Machin entered vigorously upon the work ond by his 
skill and energy rapidly completed the work on Forts Montgomery and Clinton. 
Other engineers at that time were engaged in placing obstructions across the 
wiver.The first of these,, A Chevaux-deefrieze, was placed just below Fort 
Montgomery,but did not meet satisfaction,and the second attempt was a chain 
stretching from shore to shore.This also was no’ satisfactory,as it was not 
properly supported,ahd Lieut. Machin was authorized "To alter it in such man- 
ner as he thought best calculated to answer the purpose," which he did and 

the chain withstood the strain.Several other booms and chains were placed 
across the river at verious places,with more or less success during the years 
1777 and 1778,under the direction of Lieutenant Machin whose rank was now that 
of Captain«Lieutenant of Artillery,having been commissioned to that rank 
January 1, 1777,although this comission was not passed upon until April 11,1780. 


SEVERELY WOUNDED 


IN September,1777 he was employed as a recruiting officer for his Regiment under 
Colonel John Lamb,with headquarters at New.Windsor.In October,1777 Sit Henry 
Slinton in making a diversion in favor of General Burgoyne,against the patriotic 
forces along the Hudson River,Captain Machin was shot through the breast while 
engaged in handling a gun,the bullet coming out ty under the right shoulder, 
but Captein Machin escaped. During the period of his recovery from his wounds, 
he was cared for.and entertained at the home of his close friend,Governor 
George Clinton.B early December Captain Machin was so far AIH recovered 

that he was able”to report for regular duty. 


DESIGNS THE GREAT CHAIN 


Early in Jantary,1778 it was determined to rebuild Fort Constitution and 

erect new fortifications at West Point, and also to chain the Hudson at 

this point and on Vebruary 2,1778,Captain Machin and Quartermaster General 
Pickering entcred into a contract with the Sterling Irin Works,for the 
manufacture of the great chain,which was ro be stretched across the river 

from West Point to Constitution Island.The Sterling Iron Works was located in 
the present town of Warwick,Orange Coynty,".Y. a distance of twenty-five 

miles from West Point,yet under the supervision of Captain Machin was forged 

ané delivered in six weeks and in position May lst of that year.Captain Machin 
had the entire supervision of building the chain,securing the timber for 
floating and placing it in position.The duties of Captain Machin during his two 
or more years’ stay in the Highlands,were many and varied and the important ser~ 
viee he rendered,proved, that XAMEAXHXMAEMIN General Washington did not underrate 
his opinion of him and his ability as an engineer. 
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In April 1779 he was with his Reciment.,Colonel John Lamb's “econd New York 
Artillery and took part in Colonel duknxkambtaxieennixRegimentxxxx 

Van Schaick's expedition against the Onondaga Indians.During this expedition 
he kept a military journal which is pubsished in Cook's Journal of the 
Sullivan Expedition. 


JOHN SULLIVAN'S EXPEDITION. 


In May, 1779 on his return fromthe 6nondaga country he was called upon an 

empl» yed by the City Committee of Alvany,N.Y., wkkkxaxxiexxef to take a 
waterlevel, between that city and Schevectady; N.Y. with a view of supplying 
that vity with water.He submitted plans to show the manner in which an 
acqueduct and reservoir could be built,to furnish the city with water. This 
survey also was made with reference to an inland water comnaunication between 
the Mohawk at Schenectady and the Hudson at Albany. He was in crmand of his 
company of Colonel John Lamb's Artillery during the summer of 1779,in the 
Sullivan expedition against the Western Indians and on his return was ordered 
to Morristown,'.J. where he spent some time in laying out a winter encampment. 
But we find fim again back in the Highlands during the sumner and winter of 
i780-81.In the fall of 1781 Captain Machin accimpanied the Artillery part of 
General Washington's Army south anf aided in laying out the American works at 
the memorable seige of Yorktown.During the early patt of the seige his skill 

as a gunner was again manifested, when agreeable to the orders of General Knox, 
he was directe’ to personally fire on a certain British vessel,and the shot 
entered the magazine of the ship,blowing it to atoms. After the surrender of 
Cornwallis he returned to New Witidsor and in August,1782,he married Susan, 

the daughter of James Van Nostrand of Huntington,L.I..The marriage took place 
at the house of his intimate friend Timothy Du ning,in Goshen.In 1783 he 
journeyed to the I,dian country,where he surveyed a tract of land near Murder 
Creek,and superintended the clearing of part of the tract for his friend, Govern- 
or Clinton.Yn the approach of peace in 1785 he laid aside his warlike implements 
and settled a few miles back of Newburgh,at New Grange,Ulster Goumty near 
Great Pond,where in 1784 he erected a saw and grist mill.In 1787 he with 

nine others formed a partnership to coin copper money,provided Congress or 
any State enacted a law allowing such individuals to coin money.Such a law was 
enacted,as, according to an old newspaper of 1789,the first firm G2'8snin's 
Mills a thousand pounds of copper into money for New York,Vermont and 
Comnecticut.During this gear he acquired a grant of land in Montgomery County, 
and in the fall he visited it accompanied by several others.cleared samme of the 
land,erected a log house and planted fruit trees.This tract was located near 
the southern border of the present Town of Charleston,sbout a mile north of 

the present Uherry Valley Turnpike, between Sloansville and Carlisle.In January 
1791 he removed his family; to his new home in the then towns of Mohawk,Glen,C 
Charleston and Florida,where he continued to practice his profession as a 
surveyor. 


PEACETIVE PURSUITS 


He took an active interest in a11 things pertaining ts the promotion and welfare 
of his section and by his uncommon strength of character,integrity,and skill 

he not only gained the respect and admiration of his neighbors and friends, but 
his advise and political influence was sought by prominent men of that section 
and of the State, 
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On the fol lo page is a letter by General George Weshington addressed 
to Ceneral in command of artillery and was written while “chin was 
visiting Washington at his winter quarters. The attached imprint is from the 
original woodout used by Jeptha R Simms in hie "SCHOHARIN COUNTY AND BORDER WARS" 
pp-557 published in 1645 and loaned to the ENTERPRISE /ND NEWS by M Berton Alter 
of Nelliston,the present owner of the Simas' Collection of Cuts. 


The letter reads as follows 


Morristown, Jan .29th.1777 


Dear Sir, 


I have no doubt but that in the new appointment of artillery 
officers,you have thought of Mr Machin in the manner he deserves. 
However as he is now here and had heard nothing from you on thie 


subject I cannot help reminding you of him as he appesre f 
observation and information to be a person of merit. 


He has also mentioned something to me respecting his pay,which 
youwill cause to be enquired into--he has received none he says 
since the month of May. 
I an D Sir Yr. Most obt., 

G. WASHINGTON 


This facsimile follows on the next page 
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ESTABLISHED MASONIC LODGE AT SCHOHARIE 


At the close of the Revolutionary was he became a member of the Order of 
CincinnatisHe was also a liason of high standing.Thru his influence he established 
the "Mark XHAEK AMES" Lodge of Free and Accepted Masons of Schoharie and was 
appointed its first Master by Ezra Ames,then Grand High Priest,who authorized 
him to install the first officers. He died at his residence on April 3,1816 
aged 72 years and was buried with Masonic honors in the family grave yard on 
his farmeHere his remains lay for about eighty years,till 1905,when the old 
farm being practically abandoned,the graveyard neglected and overgrown with 
brush and bramble and almost forgotten, through the influence of the late 
William Roscoe of Carlisle,Schoharie County,\.Y.,his remains were exhumed 

and reinterred with Military and Masonic honors in the Carlisle cemetery,in 
the presence of a considerable assemblage of people. 


ROBERT M. HARTLEY, Historian 
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HOTES BY $ MELVIN W. LETHBRIDGE 


There are several craves remaining in the Machin Cemetery but only one has 
a headstone decipherable which reads which reads; 


NANCY McMICHAEL wife of 
Thomas Machin 
Died April 29, 1850 age 56 years 
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Note;Part of the chain that Captain Machin stretched across the Hudson River 

at West Points is still in existence,several of the links being in the 
“Educational Building" at Albany,'.Y. 

Thomas 

Captain/Machin hed at least one son who became quite prominent in Military 
circles. Thomas Machin,Jr. was quartermaster of a regiment in Schoharie county 
in 181l.He became Captain of the 2nd Battalion of the 5th Regiment of the 

Srd Brigade of Artillery of Montgomery Cunty,!'.Y. in 1812.Afterwards transferred 

to the Sth Regiment of the 2nd Brigade of Cavalry of Schoharie County,N.Y. 

from which he was transferred to the Uited States Service and rose to to the 
rank of Bridadier General. Captain 
Thomas Machints grandson Timothy N. Machin who was probably a son of General 
T°omas Mechin went to California where he followed the footsteps of his 
forefathers as showm by the enclosed article from the California State Library : 


SKETCH OF GRANDSON OF CAPTAIN THOMAS MACKIN 
(Courtesy of California State Library) 


TIMOTHY N. MACHIN 


Pioneer is Dead.Timothy N. Machin Passes Awey at 





s Home in East Oakland» 
(Oakland,California,Tribume,Decepber 20,1915.) 


Timothy WN. Machin formerly Lieutenant Governor of the State of California 
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passed away early thi s morning at his home 1276 Sixth avenue,after an attack 
of LaGrippe which went to his heart. 


Although the deceased was 64 years of age he had an unusually strong constitution and until 
recently enjoyed good health so his death is in a measure suddene Timothy N. 

Machin hed a great deal to do with the ear} history of the state.“e was born 

in New York and there educated graduating from the Albany Law School.He came 

here in the early 50's and settled in Touvlome County.There for a time he was 

engaged in mining but finally went to Sonora and resumed the pravtice of law.He 

took an active interest in affairs political snd in 1363 was made a member of 

the legislature. 


He too’ a prominent part in affairs at the Capitol and in 1865 he was chosen 
Gpeak r of the House.Also this year he was selected to prosecute the impeachment 
proccedings institute against Judge Hardy. 


Many friends were made by Timothy ™, Ma€hin through his integrity end straight 
dealings anda year or two later he received the nomination and was elected 
Lieutenant Governo® of the Stete serving with Governor Lowe.thile in the office 
of Lieutenant Governor Mar Machin had charge of the prison at San Quentin. 


After his retirement from the chair of Lieutenant Governor Mr Mechin while 
he still took am active interest in affaira political did not seek any office but 
was content to live a lif- of comparitive leisure. 


He engaged largely in real estate,and up to the time of his death had offices 

in San Francisco.He had made Oakland his home for many years and he has e host 

of Friends here as well as throughout the state,especially among the few remaining 
pioneers. 


The dececsed was a mamber of the Masonic Lodge and the funeral will be held Sunday 
mornung at 11 o'clock from the Masonic Hall in East Oakland.A wifeand one daughter 
Elizabeth are left to mourn loss of this sterling citisen.(OQakland Tribune, 
Dec, 29,1905.) 
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MARRIEDs:I}’ San Francisco April 12, Lieutenant Governor T.%.Machin to Nancy 
M. Enight.(Oakland Tribume,April 15, 1864 2/6) 


To Sr. Price Newnan 
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James F. Atlee 


journal of the Assembly of the State of New York, 
New York (s & J Loudon) 1787. 


*A petition of Francis Thomas, John Darrah and James F Atlee 
respectively praying that their names may be inserted in the 
first bill that shall pass for the naturalization of foreigners 
was read and referred . .. ."* January 31, 1787. 


"Senate have passed the bill... to natualize. . persons..." 
April. 17 1787. 


"A petition of James F Atlee relative to the coinage of copper 
was read and referred..." 
February 2 1787. 


E.M.Ruttenber, History of the Town of Newburgh, (Newburgh, 1859) 


p 133 et seq gives details of the mill and the manner in which 
coins were manufactured there as "recently described by Thomas 
Machin, a son of the proprietor, to Dr. F B Hough of Albany." 
also “Atlee, the engraver, wore a horrid mask, and frightened 
some boys who came to fish so that they never ventured near the 
mill again." 


Samuel Atlee 

"persons Married. Feb.12 1784. Samuel Atlee and Phebe Willis by 
Rev. B. Moore. (Records of Trinity church Parish, New York City) 
from N Y Gen. & Biog. Register vol 74 (1943) p 116. 


Independent Journal, Feb 2, 1785 carried advertisement of 
Samuel Atlee and Co. of their "Porter Brewery, North-River, New York" 


Federal Census of 1790 Vermont, Addison County, Vergennes Town, 
lists Atley, Samuel as head of household consisting of 


Free white male over 16 1 
Free white male under 16 1 
Free white female 1 
Others free 0 
Slaves 0 


Earle, Thomas, Annals of the General Society of Mechanics and 
Tradesmen, 1785 to 1880, New York, 1882. 
"The following persons were returned by their respective branches 
as representitives in the general committee for the year (1786)... 
Samuel Atlee, Brewer... 
jJonn Bailey, Cutier .. ." 
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@ Records of the Revolutionary War. by W. T.R. Saffell. Third edition. 
Press of Thomas & Evans, Baltimore, 1894. pp. 71-72. 


Morristown 
May 29, 1780 


Col. Udny Hay 
Dep. Qr. Mr. Gen., at Fishkill 


Sir:—- By the bearer, Captain Machin, you will receive one box, con- 
taining five smaller boxes, which I received from the Treasury Board, 
and by the advice of the Committee of Congress now send to your care 

to be forwarded as speedily and as safely as possible - you getting re- 
ceipts for them on delivery. The boxes are directed to, — Mr. Lawrence, 
Loan Office, Hartford, Conn. ; Mr. Appleton, Loan Office, Boston, Mass. ; 
Mr. Clark, Loan Office, Providence, R.I.; Mr. Yates, Loan Office, 

& Albany, N. Y.; Mr. Gilman, Loan Office, Exeter, N.H. 
Iam, sir, with esteem, your obedient servant. 


JOHN PIERCE 


Morristown 
May 29, 1780 


Received of John Pierce, Deputy Paymaster-general, one box, con- 
taining five smaller boxes, said to contain public books from the 
Treasury Office, which I am to deliver to Colonel Hay, Deputy Quarter- 
master-general at Fishkill, having signed two receipts for the same. 


THOMAS MACHIN 


from Oa Gore. Cache! 
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Wilson and John Fiske. D. Appleton and Company, New York, 1888. 
Volume IV, pp 122. 


MACHIN, Thomas, soldier, born in Staffordshire, England, 20 March, 1744; 
died in Charleston, Montgomery County, N. Y., 3 April, 1816. He was educated 
as an engineer and employed in the constructionof the Duke of Bridgewater's 
canal between Manchester and Worsley. In 1772 he was sent to New Jersey 

to examine a copper mine, and remained in this country, settling in Boston, 
Massachusetts. He embraced with ardor the cause of independence, was one 

of the party that threw the tea overboard in Boston harbor, and fought as an 
offer of artillery at Bunker Hill, where he was wounded. He was commissioned as a 
lieutenant in the New York artillery on 18 January, 1776, and during that year 
was employed in placing chains across the Hudson River at the Highlands. He 
was wounded at Fort Montgomery in October,1777, where he held a commission 
as lst lieutenant, and was attached to Col. John Lamb's artillery regiment; he 
served as an engineer in the expedition of Col. Goosen Van Schaick, which 
destroyed the settlements of the Onondaga Indiana in the spring of 1779, and 
later in the year accompanied Gen. James Clinton's expedition into the Genesee 
country. He was promoted captain of artillery on 21 August, 1780, employed on 
the siege-works at Yorktown, and in 1783 settled in Ulster County, New York. 
Subsequently he established a mill west of Newburg, N. Y., and coined copper 
pieces for some of the states prior to the institution of a national coinage. He 
obtained patents for a large tract of land in the northern part of Oneida County, 
N. Y., and in 1797 removed to Mohawk, N. Y., where he was engaged for some 
time in surveying. His son Thomas, soldier, born in New Grange, Ulster County, 
N. Y., in 1796; died in Albany, N. Y. in May 1875. Served asa captain during 
the war of 1812-15 and became a brigadier general in the New York militia. 
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4 tom Dare Cewt.d” 


Heads of Families (at the First Census of the United States Taken in the Year 
1790) New York. 


Thomas Matchin (sic) of Newburgh Town, Ulster County, N. Y. is listed 
as follows: Name of Head of Family (Thomas Matchin); Number of free 
white males of 16 years and upward, including heads of families (1); Free 
white males under 16 years (1), Free white females including heads of 
families (3}; and slaves (2). 


The only other member of the partnership contract listed from Ulster County 
is James Grier as follows: Name of Head of Family (James Grier), Number 
of free white males of 16 years and upward, including heads of families (1); 
and Free white femalss including headsaf families (1). 
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Rare Book Shop Publishing Company, Washington, 1914. 


Machin, Thomas (Mass.). Lieutenant in Gridley's Regiment Massachusetts 
Artillery, June to December 1775; wounded at Bunker Hill, 17th June, 1775. 
2nd Lieutenant of Knox's Regiment Continental Artillery, 10th December, 1775. 
lst Lieutenant, November, 1776; Captain- Lieutenant 2nd Continental Artillery, 
lst January, 1777; wounded at Fort Montgomery, 6th October, 1777; Captain, 
21st August; 1780 and served to June, 1783; Captain 29th United States Infantry, 
30th April, 1813; resigned 20th December, 1813. (Died 3rd April, 1816) 








190 THE EARLY COINS OF AMERICA. 


was done by means of an iron screw attached to heavy timbers above, & 
moved by hand through the aid of ropes. 60 per minute could be stamped, 
although 50 per’ minute was the usual number. Wm. Buel assisted in 
striking the coins. 38 persons were required for the purpose, one to place 
the copper, and 2 to swing the stamp. At first, the coins passed 2 for a 
penny, then 4— then 8, when it ceased to pay expenses. ‘The British imported 
so many of the * Bung Town Coppers, which were of a much lighter color.’ 
My father, Dr. John B. Harmon, also thinks there was a plough upon one 
side of the coins of his father, who removed to Ohio in 1800, & engaged 
in making salt, at the ‘Salt Spring Tract,’ in Weathersfield Township, Trum- 
bull Co., which he continued to his death, Oct. 29, 1806, in his 56" vear. 
Excuse my delay in this reply. I regret not being able to give fuller 
answers to your enquiries. I add that Reuben Harmon, Jr., kept a store alse, 
in connection with his other business in Yt. Yours Truly, 


* Julian Harmon.” 


Bb. Hl. Hall to Charles T. Bushnell, dated June 4th, 1856. 


"On the north side of Mill Brook the ‘old Copper House’ was first 
erected. * * * * From this location, in the town of Rupert, the ‘Mint 
House’ was afterwards removed to and placed on the eastern bank of Pawlet 
River, in the same town. Tere also it was used for minting purposes. When 
the manufacture of coms was abolished, it was allowed to remain on Pawlet 
River for several years, but we could not learn to what uses it was put. 
Its third removal was to a spot north of the house of John Harwood, Esq., 
in the town of Rupert, on the east side of the main road. While here it 
was occupied as a residence by a family named Goff. It was again remoyed 
from its third location to a site nearly opposite, where it remained until its 
final journey which took place many years ago. This placed it on the 
farm of William Phelps about a mile north of John Harwood’s residence 
in ‘the edge’ of the town of Pawlet. Here it stood until last winter, when 
it was blown down.” 

In 1787, a manufactory of “hardware,” known as Machin’s Mills, was 
established at New Grange, Ulster County, now Newburgh, N. Y., the 
principal purpose of which is supposed to have been the coinage of copper. 

This mint had no legal connection with that of Vermont, but its 
managers had business relations with the persons conducting the comage of 
that State, and the little known of its history is se interwoven with that of 


destiny 
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the coiners of the Vermont money, that we know of no place more appro- 
priate than this to introduce the papers relating te it. 

Eager writes, (History of Orange County,) “Orange Lake * * * * was 

also called Machen’s Pond. Captain Machen first opened the outlet of the 
Pe pond, and erected a manufactory to make coppers for change and circulation. 
ss The outlet composes a large part of Chamber's Creek. which supplies the New 
Mills and other manufacturing establishments with water, ‘This outlet was 
originally the place where the waters of the pond ran off at high water. The 
Bs hy ieee natural one is further west at a place called Pine Point, and the stream from 
the pond crosses the turnpike just cast of Mr. Nathaniel Brewster, between 
~ five and six miles from Newburgh. 
f 56, * Capt. Machen, we believe, was an Englishman, and came out before the 
Revolution as an officer in the British service. During the war he entered 
hae the American army as an engineer, and was employed by Congress in 1777, 
. in erecting fortifications in the Highlands, and in stretching the chain across 
the river at West Point. After the war he came and located at the pond. 
His operations there, as they were conducted in secret, were looked upon at 
that time with suspicion, as illegal and wrong.” 

Mr. Bushnell supplies some interesting information relative to this coming 
establishment which we here introduce: — 

“The Mint House at Newburgh, Ulster County, N. Y., was situated on 
the east side of Machin’s Lake or Pond, about one eighth of a mile distant 
_ from the pond. The building was erected in 1784, by Thomas Machin, and 
was still standing in 1792, at which time the rollers, press and cutting machine 
, were taken out. The coins were struck by means of a large bar loaded at 
each end with a 500 pound ball, with ropes attached. Two men were required 
: on each side, making four in all, to strike the pieces, besides a man to set 
the: planchets. The metal of which the coins were struck, was composed of 
old brass cannon and mortars, the zinc from the copper being extracted by 
sinelting ina furnace. About sixty of the coins were struck a minute. ‘The 
‘sloop ” Newburgh. (Capt. Isaac Belknap,) carried for a number of years the 
coining press, as part ballast. The coms were made by James F. Atlee. 
pny of them bore the obverse ‘GrorGius mm. and rey. "INDE ET LIB.’ 
ss bore the figure of a plough on one side. The mint ceased operations 
in the year 1791.” 


It is nd lal thet ehe Coins here mentioned as hearing the er ofa 
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reason to believe that Atlee, who is said to have made the dies of all the 
coins struck at Newburgh, made dies for others of the Vermont coins. 

The pieces with the obverse GEORGIVs U1. are of two varieties: the head 
upon the first of these closely resembles that upon the more common varieties 
of the Vermont coins; its legend is, GEORGIVS: [ll- REX: 

The reverse is from the die represented on plate V, No. 4. This die is 
found upon coins attributed both to Vermont and Connecticut. 

The other, a more common yariety of this piece, has a smaller head, and 
the legend GEORGIVS Ul. REX. 

The reverse of this is identical with that found upon two pieces classed 
as Connecticut coins. The legend is INDE * ET * LIB * 

We have found this reverse die in its perfect condition, used with the 
obyerse just deseribed: it next appears, with cracks across 1 and B, with an 
* AUCTORI. CONNEC* face to mght, until this obverse die became useless by 
reason of a break; it is again found, and in a still more defective condition, 
now having breaks in E of ET, at the foot of the goddess, and a slight crack 
at her chin, used with the GEoRGIvs I. REX., and lastly, as proved by the 
extension of the breaks already noted, particularly that at the foot of the 
goddess, it is found with obverse » AUCTORL® * CONNEC.» face to left. Here 
its endurance seems to have been exhausted, as the break last mentioned is 
so extended as to render it probable that it could have been of little further 
service. Sie 

It is probable, judging from the facts just noted, that many pieces now 
classed as Connecticut coins, are counterfeits from this mint; and it is not 
unlikely that the VERMON AUCTORI with reverse BRITANNIA~ as well as many 
of the counterfeit halfpence of George ILL., formed part of the “hardware” 
manufactured here. 


The articles of agreement between the proprietors of Machin’s Mills, and 
those between them and the coiners at Rupert, Vt., copies of which have been 
furnished us by Mr. Bushnell, are contained in the documents next ensuing. 

These copies are exact, even to their orthographical errors. 


This Indenture of six parts made the eqrhteenth day of April one thousand 
seven hundred and eighty-seven: Between Samuel Atlee of the City of New 
York of the first part: James F. Atley of the same place of the second part: 
David Brooks of the same place of the third part: James (rier of the same 
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place of the fourth part: James Giles of the same place of the fi 
Thomas Machin of the County of Ulster of the sixth part: Wit 
the said parties for the affiance, trust and confidence which each 
and doth repose in the other, have concluded and acre d to become 
and joint traders together in such trades, and merchandizine 
this State of New York, as elsewhere where the said parties 


trade and merchandize for their most benefit, advantage, and prot 


for, and during the space of seven years, TO be computed from thre 


; date hereof, from thence next ensuing and fully to be complete, 
there shall be such joint trade. And to that end and purpose 
shall add and put together on or before the first day of Jun 
q stock, to be employed in, and about the said joint trade; that 
4 sum of three hundred pounds of current money of New Yi 
said Samuel Atlee for his part fifty pounds; the said James I 


part fifty pounds; the said David Brooks for his part fifty 


James Grier for his part, fifty pounds ; the said James Criles 


Se! =...” 


pounds ; and the said Thomas Machin fifty pounds more: bein; 


= 


a 


of the three hundred pounds. Which said stock shall be 


employed together upon an account of sixths both in) profi 


pe oe 


whole in SIX equal parts to be divided: whereot the said SS; 


executors and administrators is, and are to have and bear fo 
: parts one sixth part thereof both in profit and loss; the said J 
; his executors, and administrators one sixth part thereof, for his 
4 both in profit and loss; the said David Brooks his executors and 
: one sixth part thereof for his and thew part both in pofit and 


James Grier, his executors and administrators, one sixth part ther 


and their part both in profit and loss. and the said James Gil 


and administrators another part thereof both tm profit and loss 

| Thomas Machin his executors and administrators the other 

| both in pofit and loss, for his and then parts, according t 
and meaning thereof. And the said Samuel Atlee, and James IY 
possessed of certain imple ments tor ca ‘Ving on sa d trade, « 
them to the parties to these presents r and during thi 
copartnership without any fee or reward for the sa \ 
Machin being possessed of certain mills, doth hereby agree to 
to these presents hav the free use of them for and during’ thi 
ol ; COParule rship {{oO! the pour yy s\ ()] Ga Rp Ub QT Tl 

; 
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without any fee or reward for the same. And the said David Brooks, James 
Grier and James Giles, do agree to advance the further sum of ten pounds 
each towards finishing and completing the works for carrying on said trade 
And it is further agreed between the parties to these presents that the said 
James Giles have the sole receiving, keeping and charge of all the cash and 
money during the said copartnership; and also of the charge of the writing, 
true keeping and custody of the Books to be kept for the said copartnership. 
And that the said James F. Atlee and Thomas Machin shall equally manage, 
act and perform that part of the trade which concerns the manufactory of 
hard-ware; and the other joint business, is to be equally acted and performed 
by the said Samuel Atlee, David Brooks and James Grier. And it is further 
agreed by and between the parties to these presents, that they shall once 
every four months during the said copartnership; to wit, on the first day of 
February, on the first day of June, and on the first day of October in every 
year, come to a plain, fair and perfect account and reckoning with each other 
of, for and concerning all matters relating to the said copartnership; to the 
intent it may appear how, and in what state and condition they then stand 
in referrence to their said copartnership and jomt stock. And it is agreed 
that after the said account is made up, each of the said parties shall, and 
may deduct, and take out of the profits neat produce, and increase of the 
said trade, to and for bis own particular use, such sum and sums of money 
as shall be mutually agreed upon by and between the parties to these presents. 
And it is hereby further agreed that no advantage of survivorship shall be 
taken by the said parties; but on the death of either of them the executor 
or executors or administrator of the party so dying, giving security to the 
survivors to indemnify them, shall and may receive the share or interest in 
the said joint stock of the party so dying. And it is mutually agreed by 
and between the said parties that in case either of them shall at any time 
during the said term of seven years, be minded to break off and dissolve the 
said copartnership, they shall either of them be at liberty so to do, on giving 
six months notice to the others of them in writing of such his intention to 
dissolve the same; and the party giving such notice paying the others of 
them, one hundred pounds out of his sixth part of the said joint stock and 
produce thereof, as the same shall be appraised; but the same copartnership 
to exist as to the other parties who continue notwithstanding. And further 
that it shall and may be lawful to and for the parties to these presents or 
any of them, at his or their will, and pleasure, to have liberty, ingress, egress 
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and regress into, out of, and from the compting house, store house or room 
where the same Thomas Machin and James F. Atlee may be employed in 
the manufactory aforesaid; also into, out off or from the dwelling house of 
the said James Giles for the time being, and shall and may freely as occasion 
may require as well view the works where the said Thomas Machin and 
James F Atlee may be employed; as also view and peruse the said Books 
of account, as also all wares, goods, and merchandizes, and other things 
whatsoever, relating to the said joint trade, in the hands, custody or posession 
of the said Thomas Machin and James F. Atlee, and James Giles. And it 
is further agreed between the parties to these presents that if any doubt, 
question, controversy, or difference shall happen or arise, between the said 
parties concerning their said copartnership the same shall be determined by 
a majority of the copartners. .And it is further agreed by and between the 
said parties to these presents, that neither of the said parties shall make any 
charge for his or their labour in carrying on the designs, or transacting, 
doing or acting any particular branch of the copartnership; but that all such 
costs and charges and expenses as may be disbursed by any of the parties 
hereto, in carrying into execution the intent of this copartnership, other than 
such as have been already mentioned, shall be equally borne by the parties 
to these presents. And it is further agreed by and between the parties to 
these presents that if cither or any of them during the continuance of their 
copartnership, should get or procure in his or their name, or names, any 
grant for coinage of money from the United States of america in Congress 
assembled or from the Legislature of any of the United States, or shall center 
into a contract or contracts with such other persons who may have the 
privilege of coinage from the Congress aforesaid, or any of the Legislatures 
aforesaid, That then, and in such case, the profits and losses of such grant of 
coinage or contract aforesaid shall be had, and borne and shared between the 
parties to these presents share and share alike. And further it is concluded 
and agreed by and between the said parties to these presents and their true 
intent and meaning is, that none of the said parties, nor the executors or 
administrators of any of them shall at any time or times, be charged, or 
chargeable, by virtue of these presents, further than for his) own poper 
offence or breach of covenant, and not for the offence or breach of covenant 
of any other of the said parties, his executors, or administrators, anything 
before mentioned notwithstanding. And lastly it is agreed That none of the 


said parties, shall or will, at any time or times hereafter make, d6, commit or 


id, ackson of Litchfield County in the State of Connecticut of the third part, 
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omit to do any act, deed or device whatsoever, with an intent to defet or 79h ‘ 
make void in part, or in all the true intent, and meaning of these presents; 
and for the true and punctual performance hereof, the parties to these presents te 
bind themselves, their heirs, executors and administrators cach unto the other, — : 
their executors and administrators, severally and not jointly in the penal sum 
of Five hundred pounds. | 
“In Witness whereof, the parties to these presents have hereunto inter-_ 
changeably set their hands and seals, the day and year first above written — era 


“Sealed and delivered ) 


In the presence of Sam! Atlee [us] 
“(The words ‘ The Parties’ between the 10, & 11, James F. Atlee [ 1.8. | 
line of the first page, ‘and? between the 21, & 22, D. Brooks [ us. | 


line of the same page, ‘doing or acting’ between 


the 28 and 29, lines of the Second page, first inter- James Grier [ us. | 
lined before: the executors hereof] James Giles ba eee 2 
A. Blacklye 3 Thomas Machin [ua] 


“Jos. Mellvaine 


The second agreement is a formidable legal document, evidently intended ye 
to cover an extensive business: the expectations of the parties thereto were ai 
probably greatly disappointed in the extent of the business transacted under oh 
it, which there is reason to believe was of no great amount. eS 


* This Indenture of ten parts made the seventh day of June in the yeas 
of our Lord One Thousand seven hundred and eighty seven Between — 
Reuben Harmon of the County of Bennington in the State of Vermont. Esq’ 
of the first part William Coley of the same place of the second part, Elias — 


Daniel Van Voorhis of the City of New York, Goldsmith, of the fourth — 
part, Samuel Atlee of the same place, Porter Brewer, of the fifth part, fain’ 
F. fee of the same place, of the sixth, David Brooks of the same Aer of . 
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Coley, Elias Jackson and Daniel Van Voorhis imto a full participation with 
him in the Privileges of the Coinage of Copper for the Purpose aforesaid, 
upon full and equal shares, share and share alike. And whereas the said 
Samuel Atlee, James F. Atlee, David Brooks, James Grier, James Giles and 
Thomas Machin by their Articles of Copartuership, bearing date the eighteenth 
day of April One Thousand seven hundred and cighty seven have become 
Copartners & Joint Traders together in such Trades and Merchandize, and 
in the coinage of Coppers, as shall be for their most Benefit and Advantage 
and Whereas the said Reuben Harmon, William Coley, Ehas Jackson, & 
Daniel Van Voorhis, have agreed to admit the said Samuel Atlee, James FP. 
Atlee, David Brooks, James Grier, James Giles & Thomas Machin into a full 
Participation of all benefits, Privileges & advantages arising from the Coinage 
of Copper for the State of Vermont upon such Conditions & m such manner, 
as shall be hereinafter expressed. Now This Indenture Witnesseth, that the 
said parties to these Presents for the afflance, trust & confidence which each 
of them hath and doth repose in the other, have concluded & agreed to becorie 
Copartners & Joint traders together, in such trades & Merchandizing and 
in the Coinage of Copper for the State of Vermont aforesaid as well within 
the States of Vermont, Connecticut & N. York as elsewhere, where the said 
Parties shall think fit to Trade & Merchandize for their most benefit advantage 
& profit. and that for & during the term of cight years to be Computed from 


the first Day of July next being the term allowed by the Legislature of 


Vermont to coin as aforesaid, and to that end and purpose the said Samuel 
Atlee, James F. Atlee, David Brooks, James Grier, James Giles & Thomas 
Machin shall-add and put together, on or before the said first Day of July, 
a Joint Stock to be employed in and about the said trade ‘That is to say, 
the sum of three hundred pounds Current mone of New York, & also 
that they the said Sam' Atlee, James F. Altee, David Brooks, James Grier, 
James Giles, and Thomas Machin, shall add & put together on or before the 
first Day of November next the further sum of Two hundred .pounds like 
money as part & share of the said Reuben Harmon, William Coley, Elias 
Jackson, and Daniel Van Voorhis to compleet the sum of Five hundred 
pounds which is intended to be the Joint stock in trade of the Parties to 


these presents, which said stock shall be employed & occupied together upon 


an account of Tenths, the Whole in ten equal parts to be Divided, Whereof 
| | 


the said Reuben Harmon his Executors & Administrators is & are to have 


and bear for his and their parts on tenth.part thereof both in protit & Loss. 


ay 
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The said William Ooley his Exeeutors & Administrators, one tenth part 
thereof both im Profit & Loss. The said Elias Jackson his Executors & 
Administrators One tenth part thereof both in Profit & Loss the said Daniel 
Van Voorhis, his Executors & Administrators, one tenth part thereof both 
in Profit & Loss. The said Samuel Atlee, his Executors & Administrators 
one tenth part thereof both in profit & Lss, the said James F. Atlee his 
executors & Administrators one tenth part both In Profit & Loss, the said 
James Grier his Executors & administrators one tenth part thereof for his 
and their part both In profit and Loss. The said David Brooks his Executors 
& administrators one tenth part thereof for his & their part both In Profit 
and Loss. ‘The said James Giles his Hxecutors & administrat* one tenth part 
thereof, for his & their part both In Profit & Loss, and the said Thomas 
Machin his Executors & Administrators the other tenth part thereof, for his 
& their part both In Profit and Loss, According to the True Intent & meaning 
thereof, & the said Samuel Atlee, James F. Atlee David Brooks, James Grier, 
James Giles & Thomas Machin haying by their several Obligations bearing 


o 


even date with these Presents bound themselves for the payment of four 
hundred pounds in the whole New York Currency to the said Reuben Harmon, 
William Coley, Elias Jackson & Daniel Van Voorhis, payable in two years 
from the date hereof which said sum of Four hundred pounds Together with 
the said sum of two hundred Pounds to be put into the stock aforesaid by 
the said James Atlee, James F. Atlee, David Brooks, James Grier, James 
Giles and ‘Thomas Machin as the Part & Share of the said Reuben Harmon 
William Coley, Elias Jackson & Daniel Van Voorhis to be Employed in the 
stock as abovesaid, making in the whole six hundred pounds, Which said sum 
of six hundred pounds is Considered by the said Reuben Harmon, William 
Coley, Ehas Jackson & Daniel Van Voorhis as a full and ample Compensation 
to them for admitting the said Samuel Atlee, James F. Atlee, David Brooks, 
James Grier James Giles & Thomas Machin into a full and equal share. 
agreeably to the Proportions before mentioned, that is to say each of the 
Parties to these Presents, one tenth part, share and share alike of all the 
Privileges, Profits & Advantages arising from the Coinage of Copper for the 
State of Vermont, persuent to the Act aforesaid, during the Continuence of 
the ‘Term aforesaid, and it is further agreed by the parties of these Presents 
that the said Samucl Atlee, James F. Atlee, David Brooks, James Grier, 
James Giles & Thomas Machin, shall on or before the said First day of 
July next Compleat at their own Proper Cost & Charges the Works now 
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Errecting at the Mills of the said Thomas Machin near the Great Pond in 
the County of Ulster aforesaid, so as to Enable the parties to these presents 
to Carry on their Joint Trade, & also that the said Reuben Harmon, William 
? Coley, Elias Jackson & Daniel Van Voorhis shall on or before the said 
first day of July next at their own proper Cost & Charges, Compleat the 
Ha. Works they are now Errecting at Rupert in the County of Bennington afore- 
said for the purpose of Coining aforesaid, so as to enable the parties to these 
Re presents to Cary on their Joint Trade, and that when the Works crrecting 
at the said Thomas Machin’s Mills & those at Rupert aforesaid shall be 
 Compleated for the purpose aforesaid that then & from thence forward 
% during the Continuance of the Copartnership all Repairs or Alterations which 
shall be deemed necessary to the said Works shall be made & born by the 
parties to these presents, share & share alike. And it is further agreed 






3 between the parties to these presents that the said James Giles shall have 

— Charge of the Writing True Keeping & Custody of the Books to be Kept 
oe for the said Copartnership & that the said Reuben Harmon & William Coley 
shall equally manage act & perform that part of the trade which Concerns 
Fis te Coimage of Money at Rupert aforesaid, & that the said) Thomas Machin 
~ and James F. Atlee shall equally manage & perform that part of the Trade 
which Concern the Coinage of Money & Manufacuring Hard Ware at. the 
Mills of the said Thomas Machin in the County of Ulster aforesaid and that 
the said James Grier shall be the Cashier of the Money Coined at Rupert 
aforesaid & the said Danicl Van Voorhis Cashier of the Money Coined at 
* the Mills of the said Thomas Machin & that the said James Grier & Elias 


os 


gis # 


Jackson shall have the General management of the Expenditures of the 
Money Coined at either places last Mentioned in the Purchase of such Articles 
as shall be for the most) Benefit and advantage of the Copartnership, and 
that the other Joint Business shall be equally acted and performed by the 
said David Brooks & Samuel Atlee, and also it is agreed that a Certain 
Book shall be Kept by the said James Giles, which shall be called & Known 
by the name of the Book of Resolutions in which Book such Resolutions 


shall be made and Entered as the Majority of the Copartners shall determine 
| for the better Regulating the Concerns of this Copartnership Provided such 
Resolutions are not Contrary to the True Intent & meaning of this Copart- 
nership and it is further agreed by & between the partics to these Presents 
that they shall once every four Months during the said Copartnership to wit, 


on the first Day of Feb’ on the first Day of June and on the first day of 
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October in every year, Come to a plain fair and perfect account & Reckoning 
with each other of for and Concerning all Matters Relating to the Copart- 
nership, to the Intent it may appear how, & in what State & Condition 
they then stand in Retference to their said Copartnership & Joint Stock, 
& it is agreed that after the said Account is made up, each of the said 
parties shall & may deduct & take out of the profits Nett Produce & Increase 
of the said trade to & for his own Particular use such sum & sums of money 
as shall be Mutually agreed upon by & between the Parties of these Presents, 
& that the place of Meeting for the purpose of settling the said account shall 
be at Rynbeck in the State of New York, unless otherwise Determined by 
a Majority of the Copartners to be expressed in thew Resolution Book, And 
Whereas it may be Inconvenient for all. the parties to these presents to Meet 
at the time above mentioned, it is therefore hereby agreed that such of the 
parties who cannot attend that then & in such case he or they may authorize 
and appoint either of the others of the said Parties to transact, doo, & 
perform in his or their name or names, the necessary Business of such Meeting 
& the dooing or acting of such Person so appointed shall be binding on the 
person or persons so appointing him and which authority for so acting shall 
be in the words following, to wit, [ do hereby authorize and appoint 
for me & in my name to negotiate & settle on my account all 





you ) 
matters Relating to the Copartnership in which we are connected for the 
Coinage of Copper & for the State of Vermont &*, and if case should 
require to sign my name to any Resolution that may be made for the Goy- 
ernment of the Copartnership and for which this shall be your warrant dated 
this: day of © 17— which authority or Letter of Attorney shall be 
equally binding on the party giving it as tho’ he had given a Regular Letter 
of Atty, Perscribed by the forms of Law, And it is hereby further agreed 
that no adyantage of Survivorship shall be taken by the said parties but that 
on the Death of cither of them the Executors or Administrators of the Party 
so dying giving security to the Survivors to Indemnify them shall and may 
- Receive the share or Interest in the said Joint stock of the Party so Dying, 
and it is Mutually agreed by and between the said parties that in Case either 
of them shall at any time during the said term of eight years be minded to 
break off & quit the said Copartnership they shall either of them be at 
_ Liberty so to do on giving six months notice to the others of them in Writing 
of such his Intention. to quit the same, but the same Copartnership to ae 
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. and may be lawful to & for the Parties to these Presents or any of 
no at his & their will & Pleasure to have Liberty, ingress, egress and 
gress into, out of and from the Compting house, store House & Room where 
ither of the Parties to these presents may be employed, in the Coinage & 
Ma s pergapld aforesaid, & shall & may freely as occation may require as well 
sesVie iew the Works as also view & peruse the said Book of Accounts as also 
Wares, Goods & Merchandise & other things whatsoever relating to the 
1 Joint Trade in the hands Custody or Possession of either of the Parties 
Pine Presents; And it is further agreed between the Partics to these 
oni. that if any Doubt Question, Controversy or difference shall happen 
ie arise between the said Parties Concerning their said Copartnership the 
same shall be Determined by a Majority of the Copartners or by a Keferrence 
of Indifferent Persons if either of the Parties shall think fit which reference 
Ee al not consist of more than three Persons, and those Retferees to be chosen 
a Usual maner in which Referrees are chosen that is, one on cither side, 
- & the third by the two Chosen if an Umpire should be necessary. And further 
5 is Concluded and agreed by and between the said parties to these presents 
and their true Intent and meaning is that none of the said Parties, nor the 
. ~ Executors ov Administrators of any of them shall at any time or times, be 
Charged or Chargable by Virtue of these presents further than for his own 


ag Covenant of any of the other of the said parties his Executors or Adiunin- 
H -istrators, anything before or hereinafter to be mentioned notwithstanding; 
and it is further agreed by and between the said Parties to these presents 
~ that neither of the said parties shall make any Charge for his or their 
— Labour in carrying on the design or transacting doing or acting any particular 


may be Disbursed by any of the parties hereto when abroad from their 
Habitations in transacting the Business of the Copartnership or unless by a 
Resolution of the Majority of the Copartners to be expressed in their Reso- 
lution Book, which shall be Equally born by the parties to these presents and 
it is further agreed by & between the parties to these presents that if cither 
or any of them during the Continuance of their Copartnership shall get or 
Procure in bis or their name or names any Grant for Coinage of Moncey from 
the United States of America in Congress Assembled or from the Legislature 
of any of the United States or shall enter into a Contract or Contracts with 


‘4 


proper offence or Breach of Coyenant, & not for the Offence or breach of 


branch of the Copartnership except all such costs and charges & expenses as * 


such other persons who may have the Privilidge of Coining from the Congress 
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as aforesaid or any of the Legislatures aforesaid that then & in such Case the nin 
Profit & Losses of such Grant of Coimage or Contract aforesaid ‘shall be ? : 
had and born & shared between the parties to these presents share and share — 
alike, and lastly it is agreed that none of them the said parties shall and has 
will-at any time or times hereafter do Commit or Omit to do any act, Deed — } 

Device whatsoever with an Intent to defeat or make Void in part or in ee 
all the true Intent or meaning of these presents, and for the true and punctual 
Performance hereof of the parties to these Presents Bind themselves, their 








i, Heirs, Executors and Administrators, each unto the other, their Executors & 
ie aie administrators, Severally & not Jointly in the pennal Sum of One thousand — 
a) | pounds. In Witness Whereof the Parties to these presents have hereunto — 
at. Interchangeably set their Hands and Seals the Day and year first above 
Sa ‘ 
as written. 
“Sealed & Delivered } Reuben Harmon | us. | 
. 5 ae ee itn “4 \ rT. . =: : 
in the Presence of | William Coley [ us. | 
ae 
[Here is inserted a long list of additions, erasures, Elias Jackson [1-8 | 
if Seana et¢e., as in the previous agreement. These it will not be Dan' Van YVoorhis [ 1s. | 
met = necessary to print, as they probably have all been inecor- am! Atlee [us] 
[s . Ss; Ds 


eh ee porated into the body of the paper; and had they not, 
the lines in print: not corresponding with those of the 


J ames EF. Atlee [1.8. ] 

















; , original, it would be impossible correctly to place the D. Brooks ; [ 1.8. ] 

) Pn ae ie 

alae _ alterations. | James Grier [us.] 
i- ms 7 ~ “ « =] ee AG 

oe Amasa Sprague James Giles [ us. ] 
ae ‘ Henery Bivens Tho? Machin [us.]” 


Simms, in the History of Scoharie County, gives some account of this: 
copartnership, concluding with these remarks: “Whether the long firm’ of 
money makers ever coined coppers enough to fill the pockets of all the Green 
Mountain boys; or whether they found the business profitable, is uncertain; 
but from Mr. Machin’s papers, I am led to conclude they never effected much. 
_ At his mills perhaps a thousand pounds of copper was manufactured, as. 

tee appears by the papers, in the year 1789; previous to which little seems to — 
_ have been done. * What is everybody’s business is nobody’s;’ and the saying — 
_ seems to have been verified in the doings of this copper firm: for in a letter 
s ae pee J. F. Atlee to Mr, Machin, dated Vergennes, October 14, 1790, he 
; es expresses a wish that the concern might arrive at a settlement on equitable 
ee terms, and “compromise their matters without a tedious and pee wei 
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death it was purchased by a Mr. Weygant, who sold’it to James R. 
Dickson. Mr. D. removed it (Oct. 1859), enlarged the water power 
by a substantial stone dam, thus forming a lake covering some twenty- 


nine acres, and erected a large brick flouring mill with six run of 
stone. Messrs. Enoch Carter and Wm. B, Sanxay purchased from Mr. 


en 8 ee 


Dickson, and conveyed the property (1871) to the Messrs. Chadwick, 


in 


who converted it into a bleachery of cotton cloths, and erected ad- 
ditional buildings. 

New Mitts.—The second enterprise of this sort, in the vicinity of 
DuBois’ Mills, was Abel Belknap’s (subsequently Daniel Niven’s) grist 
mill, about a mile and a quarter west of the city, south of the Co- 


checton turnpike—now reconstructed and occupied as a woolen mill. 





It was erected by Mr. Belknap some years prior to the Revolution, 
and was continued by Mr. Niven until his death in 1820. The third, 
was undertaken by Chancy, Joseph, Thomas, and Daniel Belknap, 
under the firm of C. Belknap & Co., who erected, in 1802, a large 
flouring mill, and constructed a canal—the first, probably, in the state 
—to supply the water power. This mill soon came to be called 
the “ New Mills,” and the name was extended to the hamlet which 
grew up around it. At the time of its erection it was one of the 
largest mills in the country; and, for several years, its proprietors 
were the only Newburgh firm represented on ’change in New York. 
It is said that when it was built there was but one dwelling—a log 
house—between it and the then village, and a considerable portion of 
what is now Western Avenue was still covered with heavy timber. 
It was purchased from the Belknaps by the late James Halstead, from 
whom it passed to William H. Beede. It was destroyed by fire (Oct. 
6, 1846,) and a new mill was erected on its site, by Mr. Beede, in 1847. 
Mr. James Ross is its present owner. The district is now known as 


West Newsurcn.—A fine school building, erected by the Board of 
Education of the city, is located here; the Third (or Grace) M. E. 
Church; a fire engine and house; the lime kilns of Messrs. W. R. & C. 
L. Brown; several stores and manufacturing establishments, the latter 
including two tanneries; and also a considerable number of improved 
dwellings. The Highland Hat Works are a short distance west. 


Powper Mitis.—About four miles north-west of the city, in the town 
of Newburgh, are the Powder Works of Lafflin & Rand. The mill 
privilege here was originally occupied by Foster’s saw mill. It was 
purchased by Asa Taylor in 1816, who erected mills for the manufac- 
ture of powder. Mr. Daniel Rogers purchased the property in 1817, 
improved the mills and converted them into over thirty substantial 
stone structures. He continued the manufacture of gun-powder until 
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1838. Mr. Rogers’ sons subsequently conducted the works for a few 
years. The present owners enlarged the works, which are now, as 
they were under Mr. Rogers, among the most complete and extensive 
in the country. 

Bevknar’s Ringe—Is about four miles west of the city, Its name 
is in honor of the Belknap family, who purchased and settled here in 
1749-50. * 

CotpenHam—A name originally given by Governor Colden to his 
settlement in the town of Montgomery, and still retained there; but 
subsequently extended to the hamlet in the south-west part of the 
town of Newburgh, about six miles from the city. The Coldenham 
post-office is located here; there is also a hotel and one or two shops. 


Orance Lake.—This body of water lies in the north-western part of 


the town, and covers about four hundred acres. Its aboriginal name 
was Qussuk, or stony pond, from the large number of boulders on its 
western shore. The present name was conferred by the Rev. Dr. 
James Wilson, who resided in its vicinity. It is fed by internal 
springs, and by small streams which flow into it. Its outlet is the 
Quassaick creek.t The principal fact of historical interest in con- 
nection with it is the erection of a coinage mill, near its outlet, by 
Capt. Thomas Machin, about the year 1787-’88. Capt. Machin began 
to build a grist and saw mill here in 1784, and gave the name of New 
Grange to the place. In 1787, he formed a co-partnership with several 
residents of the city of New York, for the purpose of coining money. 
The firm was soon after incorporated with a similar company char- 
tered by the state of Vermont, and continued business for a few 
years. The mill and the manner in which coins were manufactured, 


* Ante p. 130. + Ante p. 62. 


{On the 18th of April, 1787, Captain Machin formed a co-partnership with Samuel 
Atlee, James F. Atlee, David Brooks, James Grier, and James Giles, all of New York. 
The term specified for its continuance was seven years, with a capital of £300. The firm 
seems to have been formed for the avowed purpose of coining copper, provided congress, 
or any of the state legislatures, enacted a law allowing individuals to coin money. As the 
object was to make money, a small capital was considered sufficient for the undertaking. 
On the 7th of June following, that firm formed a co-partnership with one then existing, 
which consisted of four partners—Reuben Harman, Esq., William Coley, of Bennington 
county, Vermont, Elias Jackson, of Litchfield county, Connecticut, and Daniel Van Voor- 
his, goldsmith, of the city of New York,—for a term of eight years from the first of the 
following July, that being the limitation of an act of the legislature of Vermont to said 
Harman, for the coinage of copper, 

At Machin’s mills perhaps a thousand pounds of copper was manufactured, as appears 
by his papers, in the year 1789; previous to which time little seems to have been done. 
The business appears to have been discontinued in 1790, for in a letter from J. F. Atlee to 
Mr. Machin, dated Vergennes, October 14, 1790, he expresses a wish that the concern 
might arrive at a settlement on equitable terms, and compromise their matters without a 
tedious and expensive law suit.’’—Simms’ History of Schoharie County, 596. 

Capt. Machin died at Charleston, Schoharie County, April 3d, 1816, aged 72 years. 
During the Revolution, he superintended the construction of the chaifi and other obstruc- 
tions to the navigation of Hudson’s river, and rendered other important service. He 
settled in Newburgh at the close of the war, and subsequently removed to Schoharie 
county. ‘In the camp and in retirement, his qualifications were holden in very high con- 
sideration.” 


Edwacr4 RvutTenber 
Histo ry of Orange Cou nly 
i875 Newburgh , NY. 
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were described by Thomas Machin, a son of the proprietor, to Doct. 
F. B. Hough, of Albany, who furnished the following particulars: 

‘<The coinage mill was from forty to fifty rods below the pond, on a canal dug for the 
purpose. The building was of wood, thirty by forty feet, and two stories high. The 
metal used was copper, obtained by melting up cannon and leaving out the zine in the 
alloy. The copper was then run into moulds, and rolled into flat sheets of the thickness of 
the coin and from one to two feet wide. It was then punched with a screw, moved by a 
lever, so adjusted that half a revolution would press out a disk of the size of the coin. 
The blanks were then put into a cylinder and revolved with sand, saw-dust and water. 
They were generally left revolving through the night; and the coiners circulated the story 
that the devil came by night to work for them. They also sometimes worked in masks to 
create a terror in the neighborhood. One night in the cylinder would wear the edges of 
the blanks smooth. The coining press was a screw, with an iron bar about fen feet long 
through the top. On each end of this bar was a leaden weight of perhaps five hundred 
pounds. The threads of the screw were large and square and worked through an iron 
frame. Ropes were attached to each end of the bar, and it was swung about half way 
around by two men pulling upon the ropes; two other men pulled the lever back, and a 
fifth laid on the blank and took off the coin with his fingers. The last operative named 
sat in a pit so that the lever would not touch his head. The coinage was about sixty per 
minute, A little silver was coined, but mostly copper, and the work was continued four 
or five years. Atlee, the engraver wore a horrid mask, and frightened some boys who 
came to fish so that they never ventured near the mill again. ‘The machinery was removed 
to New York, and the building was afterwards used as a grist mill. Machin abandoned 
the enterprise probably about 1790,” on the adoption of the Federal constitution. 


The coins of this mill are to be found in specimens of Vermont 
currency of 1787, ete., and are probably those known as “ Vermon 
Auctori””. No coins of other states were issued, as operations were 
conducted solely under the Vermont charter. 

Qvassaick Creex.—This stream is composed of the outlet of Orange 
lake and of the Fostertown and Tent Stone Meadow creeks. Though 
sometimes called Chambers’ creek, from the fact of its having been 
the north bounds in part of the patent to Chambers and Sutherland, 
its Indian name now prevails. Its water power is very durable and 
has been largely employed from an early period. The question of the 
right of the creek to be regarded as the natural outlet of the lake, was 
made a subject of legal controversy in 1825, it being assumed by the 
contestants that that outlet was a small stream further west; but this 
assumption was not sustained by the court. 

Fostertown Creek.—This stream rises in Ulster county, flows 
through Fostertown and Gidneytown and empties into the Quassaick 
creek, At Gidneytown it takes the name of Gidneytown creek. 

Trent Stone Mrapow Creex.—This creek rises in a large swamp in 
Ulster county, known many years ago as the Tent Stone Meadow. It 
flows through Rossville and empties into the Quassaick at the Powder 
mills. The name of the creek is given as recorded on a map of the 
town made by W. W. Sackett, in 1798, now on record in the office of © 
the secretary of state, Albany. ; 
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Busurieip’s Creex.—This creek has its source in a swamp in the 
town of Plattekill, known as the Stone Dam Meadow from the fact 
that across the south end of the swamp is a stone dam about one hun- 
dred and fifty yards long, three feet high, regularly built and now in 
good preservation, Neither the period at which it was erected, nor 
by whom it was built, are known.* The creek issues through a sluice 

yay in this dam and empties into Orange Lake. Its original name 
was Beaver Dam creek—the present name was given in honor of 
James Bushfield. 

Denton’s Creex.—A small stream having its source west of Middle- 
hope and flowing south and east to the Hudson south of Balmville. 
It formerly furnished power for a lathe near the public highway, and 
also for the grist mill of Nehemiah Denton (from whom its name was 
given), near its confluence with the Hudson. 

PoweE.iton Brook—lIs the outlet of Powellton spring. It flows to 
the Hudson a short distance north of North street. 


Acker’s CreeK.—A small stream which runs through the northern 
part of the town for a short distance and joins the Hudson in the town 
of Marlborough. It was formerly called Jew’s creek from a Mr. 
Gomoz, a Jew, who held a portion of the Harrison patent. The pres- 
ent name is a memorial of Wolvert Acker who had a grist mill and 
a saw mill upon it. 

Trovr Broox.—This brook flows north through~Middlehope and 
empties into Acker’s creek. 

Pott Rosr’s Ponp.—A sheet of water on Western Avenue near the 
New Mills; more recently called Taggert’s pond. The outlet at the 
south end formerly furnished power for a turning lathe. The original 
name was from a woman who lived many years at the head of the 
pond on the avenue. 

Sprines.—Powellton spring is on the Powell estate north of North 
street. Ledyard’s spring is on the Ledyard farm west of New Mills. 
Cold spring is south of Washington street near the public school. 
The latter was for some years the principal source of supply of water 
for the village; and the former were examined in connection with the 
increase of the supply in 1852, 

Firzpatrick’s Ponp—Known to some extent as Carpenter’s pond—is 
west of Powell Avenue and north of Gidney Avenue. It originally 
covered about half an acre, 

Kine’s Hitt.—An eminence in the north-west part of the town, over 
the crown of which passes. the boundary line between the towns of 


* The early settlers attributed the erection of this dam to the beavers. The work is 
certainly not beyond the skill of those ingenious animals. 
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‘The correspondence between Machin and Gov. Clinton, closed 
with the following letter, (until the latter was chosen Vice Presi- 
dent of the United States,) which is inserted because it tells so 
credibly and justly for that plain-hearted and honest republican, 
who not only dealt honorably with the unprotected himself, but 
was gratified to find others do likewise. In fact, he gained the 
reputation among the soldiers of the Revolution, of being a very 
plain, honest, unostentatious patriot,—and as an evidence of the 
fact, was exceedingly popular wherever known. 


“ ; ‘New York, 13th November, 1786. 
Brige ae £8 Seagtieee isa brother-in-law and executor to Mr. 
of the 5 ni e has been here some time settling the aflairs 
heen fhdeensss aac the little property he has left for his chil- 
at ae eG . under a military right in your hands is a princi 
whether’ you oe erupt is anxious to know how it stands, and 
for the use of te a the needful to give a title to the executors 
you on his way h infants. For this purpose he means to call on 
family has i ts ome, and the regard I have for the widow and 

y has induced me to write you on the subject, not doubting, 


a the same tim that i y 
; . e)0 a il i 
t e; y WV i pay ever attention 1X0) them al 


“Yours, sincerely, 
GEO: CLINTON.” 

On the 18th of April, 1787, Capt. Machin formed a copartner- 
ship with Samuel Atlee, (a porter brewer,) James F. Atlee, Da- 
vid Brooks, J ames Grier, and James Giles, (an attorney at law,) 
all of the city of New York. The term specified for its continu- 
ance was seven years, with a capital of £300. The firm seems 
ike) have been formed for the avowed purpose of coining copper, 
provided Congress, or any of the state legislatures, enacted a law 
allowing individuals to coin money. As the object was to make 
money, a small capital was considered sufficient for the under- 
taking. On the 7th of June following, that firm formed a copart- 
nership with one then existing, which consisted of four partners— 
Reuben Harman, Esq., William Coley, of Bennington county, 
Vermont, Elias Jackson, of Litchfield county, Connecticut, and 
Daniel Van Voorhis, goldsmith, of the city of New York—for a 
term of eight years from the first of the following July, that being 
the limitation of an act of the legislature of Vermont to said Har- 


“‘ Capt. Machin. 
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4 - man, for the coinage of copper. The first mentioned firm was to 





Seta. 
ae 


furnish a capital of £500 for the concern; £200 of which capi- 
| tal, with £400 more, New York currency, to be paid to the lat- 


ter firm two years after, was to be theirs as an equivalent for ad- 


a mitting the New York firm into communion with them—the lat- 


ter being required to furnish no capital. The ten partners were 
to enjoy equally “ the benefits, privileges, and advantages arising 


{ : from the coinage of copper in the state of Vermont, to be coined 
~ in that state, and also in Connecticut, New York, and elsewhere, 


as the parties should think fit. On or before the first day of July, 
the first mentioned, or New York firm, were required, by the co- 
partnership, “to complete, at their own cost, the works then erect- 


1 ‘ing at the mills of the said Thomas Machin, near the Great Pond, 
in the county of Ulster,” while the other part of the firm agreed, 


in the same time, to complete works they were then erecting, at 
Rupert, in the county of Bennington, Vermont. Agreeably to 
the written contract, Giles was to have charge of the writing and 
book-keeping ; Harman and Coley were to manage the money 
changers at Rupert; and Machin and J. F. Atlee were to “ma- 
nage, act, and perform that part of the trade which concerned the 
coinage of money and manufacturing hard ware,” at Machin’s 
mills ; Grier was to be “ cashier of the money coined at Rupert ;” 
Van Voorhis, ‘cashier of the money coined at Machin’s Mills ;” 
Grier and Jackson were to have the general management of the 
expenses, purchase of necessary articles, &c. ; while other joint 
business was to be performed by Brooks and Samuel Atlee. It 
was further stipulated that Giles should keep a “ certain book of 
resolutions ;” that the firm should meet, either in person or by 
proxy in other members, agreeably to a written form of authority 
incorporated, on the Ist day of February, June, and October of 
each year, at Rhinebeck, New York, unless otherwise agreed upon. 
In case either of the partners obtained a grant from Congress or 
any of the states to coin money, the profits resulting from such 
act were to be shared by all the partners,—who also bound them- 
selves personally, “in the penal sum of one thousand pounds,” 
for the punctual performance of the contract. 
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Whether the long firm of money makers ever coined coppers 
enough to fill the pockets of all the Green Mountain boys; or 
whether they found the business profitable, is uncertain ; but from 
Mr. Machin’s papers I am led to conclude they never effected 
much. At his mills perhaps a thousand pounds of copper was 
manufactured, as ajpears by the papers, in the year 1789; pre- 
vious to which little seems to have been done. “ What is every- 
body’s business is nobody’s ;” and the saying seems to have been 
verified in the doings of this copper firm: for in a letter from J. 
F. Atlee to Mr. Machin, dated Vergennes, October 14, 1790, he 
expresses a wish that the concern might arrive at a settlement on 
equitable terms, and compromise their matters without a ¢edious 
and expensive law suit. 

In Jan., 1797, Capt. Machin removed from New Grange to 
the town of Mohawk, Montgomery county, from which town were 
afterwards organized the towns of Charleston, Glen, and part of 
Root. The fall previous to his removal he had visited his lands, 
accompanied by two hired men, and erected a log tenement, 
cleared a fallow, planted fruit-trees, currant bushes and sallad,— 
made sap-troughs, &c., &c., as is shown by a journal he kept at the 
time. His lands were situated 10 miles north of Schoharie Court 
House, and 20 south of Johnstown village. 

Capt. Machin continued to practise surveying after his remo- 
val to Montgomery county, and several officers of the army were 
among those who profited by his skill, among whom were John 
Lamb, his former colonel, and Gen. Nicholas Fish. Among Mr, 
Machin’s personal friends was George Tiffany, Esq., a native of 
Massachusetts, who settled in Schoharie about the time the county 
was organized.* Capt. Machin took no little pains to educate 
his children, a son and a daughter. 

At the close of the war, Capt. Machin became a member of 
the Cincinnati Society. He also belonged to the fraternity of 


* Mr. Tiffany was a fine classie scholar, and while in Schoharie county 
was distinguished for his legal ability. Previous to his locating in Schoharie 
he taught an Academic schoo! in Albany, believed to have been the first of 
the kind established in that city. He removed from Schoharie to Ancaster, 
Upper Canada, where, at a good old age, he died Jan. 8, 1842, 






officers of Ames Mark 
sonnty of Scho’e., agreeable to — 
the United States, and to make — 
n, at the next session of the G. 


Bes “a e “EZRA AMES. 
. 6807.” [Year of the world. | 


following letters from his old friend Goy. Clinton, who: 
Vice President of the United States, it appears that 
sought fora pension, and, afterwards, its increase : 


fei “\ Washington. 14th Agri/, 1808. 
«De + Sir—Agreeably to the request contained in your letter, 

- done what was wees on my part to give success to 
aplication to be put on the Pension List. It gives me plea- 
to render you this little service, being, with great regard, 
Pet > ‘“‘ Yours sincerely, 


“GEO. CLINTON, ~ 


/ 


“ Washington, 6th March, 1810, 
-Sir—Yesterday I received your letter of the 22d of last 
You may rely on every assistance in my power to afford, 
‘increase of your pension. But the preparatory steps 
lication can be done most conveniently to you in the 
ra commission from Mr. Talmadge, the District 
have requested Mr. K. K. Van Rensselaer to communi- 
e manner in which this commission is to be obtained, 
t necessary subsequent measures to be taken previous 
lication; to accomplish which, if expeditiously per- 
y yet be in season for the present session of Congress. 
est respects to Mrs. Machin, 
cae ‘* Yours sincerely, 


“GEO CLINTON.” 
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COUNTERFEIT HALF PENCE 


CURRENT IN THE 


AMERICAN COLONIES, 


AND THEIR ISSUE FROM THE 


Mints oF CONNECTICUT AND VERMONT. 


5 on We BS Se St 


BY 


WYLLYS BETTS, Esq, 


AMERICAN NUMISMATIC & ARCHAEOLOGICAL SOCIETY. 


PRINTED BY REQUEST OF THE SOCIETY. 


No. 1.—CONNECTICUT CENT. 
Goddess facing the right. 





ET LIB. INDE. 1787. 


Coin-counterfeiting in the American colonial period 
seems to have been almost entirely confined to the imi- 
tation of half pence. False or base specimens 'of 
the Spanish, French or English silver money current 
here prior to the issues of the United States Mint are 
rarely or never seen; and the only instance on record 


2 


of fraudulent manufacture is that of silvered French sous, 
which are said to have been extensively circulated 
as half crowns. Probably the business of clipping and 
of printing Continental bills was more lucrative than 
that of die-cutting. 

The manufacture of counterfeit coppers, if we may 
judge from the dates of specimens now existing, seems 
to have commenced about 1741. 

I will first call your attention to examples of these 


British counterfeit half pennies of George II. and III. 
and, for the sake of comparison, I have brought a speci- 
men of the regular issue of the British mint of each 
reign. 











1770. 


The Yale College collection, which is the chief source 
of information on this subject, contains counterfeits of 
the following dates: 

George IL, 1741, 1744, 1747, 1757. 177-, the latter 
being extremely rude and with the head to right; 

George III., 1771 (four varieties), 1772 (three varieties, 
one with vu instead of v in GEoRGIUS), 1773 (nine varieties), 
1774 (nine varieties), 1775 (thirty-five varieties), 1776 (four 
varieties), 1778 (five varieties), 1781 (one variety), 1785 
(one variety), 1786 (one variety), 1787 (four varieties), 
1788 (one variety). 
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The regular coinage of English half pence ceased in 
1775, and in that year the counterfeit coinage seems to 
have been most extensive (at least thirty-five varieties). 


No. 3.—Counterfeit Half Penny. 





In 1776 the four varieties are very like those of 1775. 
_ The style of all these coins is similar, and closely copies 
that of the genuine half pence in the following respects, 
viz: The bust faces the right and is mailed ; the hair at 
the back of the head is arranged in wavy lines, without 
any general direction, and in front of the wreath it ap- 
pears in curly locks, but not sufficiently curled to form 
ringlets> the wreath terminates at the top of the head in 
a group of three leaves, and the legend is punctuated 
with periods opposite the centre of the nearest letter, © 
thus: GEORGIVS - III - REX - except in one example of 
1771, where the first period is omitted. This one excep- 
tion is smaller than the other varieties; and in this respect, 
as well as in the peculiar shape of the head, and the ex- 
ecution and position of the goddess, it bears a close re- 
semblance to one of the Connecticut cents of 1786 men- 
tioned below (page 10). 

In 1778 a marked change appears in the execution. 
Three varieties of head are found, all differing from those 
that preceded, and all closely resembling one another; the 


4 


arrangement of the hair is in lines without wave, di- 
verging from a point at the back, this style being found 
in no other half pennies until we come to 1787. The hair 
in front of the wreath is in heavy ringlets. The lips, also, 
instead of being of unequal length, as in all other earlier 
half pennies, whether genuine or counterfeit (Nos. 2 and 3), 
are made of two narrow lines of equal length and pursed 
up close under the nose. The eye is long and almond- 
shaped, and the laurel leaves are broad and well defined, 
and terminate in a single leaf above, instead of in a group 
of three, as in the genuine half penny of 1775, and in al- 
most all other counterfeits. The legend has no period 
after GEorGivs, and the periods after m1 and REx are 
placed in line with the dase of the letters, instead of at 
the centre, as in all other counterfeit half pennies of 
prior date. (Compare Nos. 5 and 13 with Nos. 3 and 4). 

After 1778 the next half pence coined are dated 1781 
and 1785, each year showing one variety of good execu- 
tion, closely resembling the counterfeit of 1775. The 
latter specimen is illustrated in No. 4. 


No. 4.—Counterfeit Half Penny. 





1785. 


In 1786 there is but one very rude specimen, both n’s 
of ‘“BRITANNIA” being at the right of the goddess (No. 
8, p. 8). 


No. 5.—1778. No. 6.—1787. 





In 1787 there are four obverse and four reverse dies, 
which are combined to make five varieties. The execu- 
tion of three of them is very similar to that of the cop- 
pers of 1778, the hair being arranged in the same straight 
lines and ringlets, and the eye and lips having the same 
peculiarities. The broad laurel leaves, the absence of the 
period after GEoRGIvs, and the arrangement of the other 
periods in line with the base of the letters, also appear 
here. 

In 1788 but one variety is found. In this the lips and 
eye are the same as in 1787; the hair is in lines with- 
out wave, and the arrangement of the periods has the 
same peculiarity, although a period appears before ut 
and none after REx. (No. 14, p. 14). 


What, then, can we learn from a study of these coins ? 
Among all-these counterfeits, is it possible to determine 
whether any of them are of American production? It 
so, which of them shall we claim, and where were they 
made? That is the subject for discussion to-night. 


The copper coins having on the obverse the head and 
title of George the Third, and on the reverse the legend 
“Inde et Lib. 1788,” have long been properly placed 
in the American Colonial Series. 
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These coins are of two kinds ; one having the round 
head peculiar to the Vermont series, and the legend 
GEORGIVS . III . REX . and with the legend on the reverse 
INDE + ET. LIB + 1788; the other having a smaller head 
and with the period omitted after GEorcrvs, and with 
the legend on the reverse INDE * ET * LIB * 1788 (No. 
5 ae OFS GS 

It has been stated that these coins were both from the 
well-known mint of Atlee and Mackin, established in 
1787, at New Grange, now Newburgh, N. Y. It 
has also been suggested that the coppers having 
the obverse ‘“‘Vermon Auctori,” and the reverse “ Bri- 
tannia,” as well as the counterfeit half pence of George 
III., and perhaps some of the pieces now classed as 
Connecticut coins, also came from this mint (Am. 
Journal, IX., 53) ; but hitherto no proof of these facts 
has been offered. 

Indeed, the coppers bearing the legend “ Georgivs III. 
Rex.,” and the reverse “ Britannia,” and having dates 
subsequent to the cessation of the regular British coin- 
age in 1775, are rarely included in the Colonial series. 

I intend to-night to show—first, that most of theses 
half pennies of George III., after 1775, were made in 
this country, and not imported from Birmingham, as is 
commonly believed ; and, second, that some of them 
are from the same mint as the coins of Vermont and 
Connecticut of almost all the well-known varieties, and 
that they form the connecting link between the coins of 
those two States. 

We start in our investigation with a strong probability 
in favor of this hypothesis derived from the fact that 
Mackin and Atlee, of Newburgh, formed a _ partnership 
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in 1787 with Harmon, the sole patentee of the Vermont 
mint ; also that William Buel, the son of Abel Buel, one 
of the patentees of the Connecticut mint, removed from 
New Haven to Vermont, taking with him the dies used 
by his father, and that he went into the business of coin- 
ing with Mr. Harmon, in Rupert. It also appears that 
after the mint at New Haven ceased working in 1787 
one of the patentees had blank coppers sent to New 
York to be stamped, probably to the Atlee and Mackin 
“hardware” factory. 

Before proceeding to establish the connection of these 
coins with those of Vermont and Connecticut, I will say 
a word regarding the character of the evidence. 

The first class of testimony to unity of minting is found in 
the recurrence of the same obverse with various reverses, 
or vice versa. It scarcely requires assertion, and will at 
once be admitted, that where two dissimilar obverse dies 
are found combined with the same reverse, they both 
must have proceeded from the same mint. 

The second kind of testimony consists of unusual 
forms of letters appearing upon different coins, showing 
that the same punches were used in sinking the dies. 

The third and scarcely less trustworthy class of evi- 
dence is close similarity of execution, especially when 
exhibiting marked peculiarities not found in other coins 
of the same character. 

This similarity, as already pointed out, is found in a 
remarkable degree in the three obverses of the half 
pennies of 1787 when compared with the three obverses 
of 1778, and the same thing is true also ot the reverses, 
as I will presently show more at length. 
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One illustration of the first of these classes of evidence 
I will give in passing, but only as an isolated instance, 
and not as part of my main argument. 

The rude half penny of 1786, already mentioned (No. 
8), has a somewhat striking resemblance to a Connecti- 
cut cent in my possession (No. 7) having a small head 
of negro type facing the right, with the legend . auc- 


TORT. CONNEC: 


No. 7.—Connecticut Cent, 





With British Shield. 


The reverse shows a mere skeleton forthe goddess, and 
bears a British shield, but with the legend INdE: :ET 
—the D being reversed. The representation of Liberty 
is similar to that of Britannia upon the 1786 half penny. 


No. 8.—Counterfeit Half Pennies 





of 1786. 


Now, singularly, I have recently seen a Connecticut 
cent having an obverse very similar to No. 7, and with the 
reverse from the same rude die as the 1786 half penny, 
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thus proving that the latter was of American manu- 
facture. 

A familiar instance of the third class of evidence, namely, 
similarity of execution proving origin in the same mint, 
is found by comparison of the common type of round- 
headed Vermont cent with the cent with the same head and 
with the legend “ Géorgivs. III . Rex.,” and with the Con- 
necticut cent of 1787, reverse ‘(ET LIB INDE . 1787”. 
These heads all have the peculiarity not found in any 
other Colonial coins, that the hair runs in uniform curved 
lines from the back of the head to the wreath, each line 
ending at a separate place on the back of the head and 
at a separate place in the wreath, and not converging. 

Apart from other proof, this peculiarity would indicate 
that these dies are all the work of the same hand ; and, as 
these obverses are all found united with the same reverse 
die, namely, INDE + ET. LIB + 1788, the resemblance is 
not fancied. 

The same head with the same treatment of hair exists 
in the Vermont cent, with reverse ET LIB INDE; and a 
precisely similar treatment of hair exists in the Connec- 
ticut cent of 1786, with large mailed bust to right and 
legend auctor : connec: This latter is again con- 
nected by identity of letter punches with the ET LIB INDE 
cent of 1787, with goddess facing the righ, recently 
discovered by Mr. Lyman H. Low, and a cut of which is 
at the head of this article (No.1). In like manner it is 
connected with the two ET LIB INDE Connecticut cents of 
1786, and with another cent with the same obverse, of 
the same date, but with the legend inpE ET LIB. The 
latter being of full weight, will perhaps put at rest Mr, 
Crosby’s charge that these cents are counterfeits, 
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? 
Two other obverse dies with a large head to right 
are almost identical in execution. A specimen of one I 
produce, and another I have seen with the reverse of 
the “horned bust” of 1787. 

All the above Connecticut cents with ET LIB INDE re- 
verse are proved to be from the same mint by the 
peculiarity that the letter c is from a smaller set of 
punches (see No. 1). 

Thus the common round-headed Vermont cent, which 
appears in numerous types in both 1787 and 1788, is un- 
questionably traced through the ‘“ Et Lib Inde” of 1787 
to the same mint as all the Connecticut cents of 1786 
with the head to the right, and also the ‘“ horned bust” 
of 1787. 

Another peculiarity of all these Connecticut coins al- 
ready mentioned is that the wreath is tied in a dow, 
which is not the case upon any of the cents of this State 
of 1785 (see No. 9), nor upon any others of 1786, nor 
upon any of 1788, except those with mailed bust to the 
right, to which reference will presently be made see 
Nos. 11 and 15). 


No. 9.—Connecticut Cent of 1785. Reverse 





Without Bow. of same. 


Having thus illustrated by familiar examples the three 
classes of evidence, I will now endeavor to show by illus- 
trations of the same kind that many of the British half 
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pence already described are quite as properly to be consid- 
ered coins of Vermont and Connecticut as many of the 
well known varieties bearing the names of those States. 

I will first point out the peculiarity of some prominent 
varieties of the Connecticut coinage of 1787 and 1788, 
and their common mintage with the cent having the ob- 
verse ‘‘GEORGIVS III. REX.’ , and the reverse “INDE + 
ET * LIB *« 1788” (No. 21). 

The following varieties are connected together by the 
use of identical obverse or reverse dies, viz.: 

+AUCTORI * * CONNEC * with mailed bust to right, is 
found with two varieties of the reverse, INDE + ET LIB+1788; 
one of these varieties occurs with the obverse « AUCTORI + 
+ CONNEC + (No. 14, p. 12), and the other with the 
obverse AUCTORI * * CONNEC +, both having mailed bust 
to right, while the same obverse is found with the re- 
verse * INDE + ET +* LIB *« 1788; and again, the latter 
reverse die appears with the obverse AUCTORI. # CONNEC » 
with mailed bust to left. This obverse again is used 
with the reverse » IN DE. ET LIB. « 1787. Thus the 
varieties numbered by Mr. Crosby 3, 4,5 and 8, of 
1788, and No. 12, of 1787, are proved to have been 
minted at the same place. The mailed bust upon the 
two last varieties is precisely the same in execution with 
that of the » AUCTORI » # » » CONNECT » » ; and one 
of the reverses (F* of Crosby) of the latter is found 
with the obverse » AUCTORI » # CONNEC .e, with 
draped bust to left. 

Again, we find another series of Connecticut cents con- 
nected in the same way, namely : 

AUCTORI * * CONNEC + with head to right, has the 
reverse « INDE. » » » ETLIB. » 1788; and this reverse 
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is found with obverse » AUCTORI.»* » CONNEC. # (No. 
10), with draped bust to left. A variety of the latter ob- 
verse, proved to be from the same mint by peculli- 
arities of the letters T and kr, has the reverse INDE * 
ET « LIB * 1788 (No. 21, p. 15); and this reverse is 
combined with the obverses * AUCTORI . CONNEC * (No. 
11), with mailed bust to right, and also with the die 
GEORGIVS III . REX . already noticed (p. 6). 


No. 10.—Connecticut Cents of 1788, 





Both having Reverse No. 21. 


The latter obverse has also the reverse INDE + ET 
LIB *« 1787 (No. 19, p. 15), a variety of which is found 
with the obverses AUCTORI CONNEC . with head to right, 
and another with head to left and the same punctuation 
(No. 12). 


No.12.—Connecticut Cent of 1787, 





With Reverse No. 19. 


These illustrations of the “muling” of dies might 


be carried still further ; but enough has been shown to 


prove that almost all the well-known varieties of mailed 


13 


busts to right and to left, and some of those with draped 
bust to left, were minted at the same place. 

if, therefore, we establish a connection of the coins 
of Vermont, or of the counterfeit half pence, with any 
one of these pieces, we establish it with all. 

We find, in the first place, that all the Connecticut 
coppers of 1788, with mailed bust to right, possess the 
| very peculiarities noticed in the counterfeit half pennies 
of 1778 and 1787, namely, the lips formed of two narrow 
lines pursed up under the nose, the long almond-shaped 
eye, the hair without waves at the back and in heavy 
ringlets in front, and the broad, well-defined laurel leaves, 
with a single leaf projecting above the head. (Compare 
Nos. 11 and 15 with Nos. 5 and 6). 

They also, all but one (No. 4 of Crosby), have the 
wreath tied in a bowat the back, a peculiarity which they 
share with all counterfeit British half pence of 1778 
and 1787, and also with the Vermont and Connecticut 
cents, already mentioned, which are directly connected 
together by the copper bearing reverse INDE + ET LIB + 
1788 and with the obverse GEORGIVS . III . REX. 

The hair shown in one die of Crosby's No. 4 of 
1788 is arranged in the peculiar form already noticed of 
lines diverging from a point at the back of the head. 
The hair in the other varieties is in fine concentric lines, 
as in the counterfeit half penny of 1788 (No. 14), and 
in one obverse of 1778 (No. 13), to which they all have 
a singular resemblance. 
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No: 13: No. 14. No. 15. 
Counterfeit Half Penny. Counterfeit Half Penny. Connecticut Cent. 





1778 (second variety, Re- 1788 (Reverse No. 22). 
verse No. 20). 

Two Vermont coppers have the same peculiarities, 
namely, the obverse VERMON aucToRI (No. 17), with 
reverse BRITANNIA . 1787 (No. 18), and the obverse 
VERMON . AUCTORI « , with reverse * INDE ET LIB + 
1788, closely resembling No. 21. Both have the mailed 
bust to right; both have the wreath tied in a bow; both 
have the lips made of two narrow lines and pursed up ; 
both have the broad leaves of laurel terminating in a sin- 
gle leaf above, and both have the almond-shaped eyes, 
and the hair without wave at the back and with heavy 
ringlets in front. The latter of these Vermont cents is 
again connected by peculiatries of the letters 1 and pb 
with the mint of the * AUCTORI - CONNEC * already 


mentioned (No. 10; reverse No. 21). 


No. 16.— Counterfeit Half Pence, 1787. No. 17.—Vermont Cent, 1787, 





Same as No. 6. With Reverse ‘‘ Britannia.” 


Turn now to the reverse of these coins, and you will 
find peculiarities of execution almost equally well 
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marked, and running through the dies of almost all the 
counterfeit half pennies of 1778 and 1787, of the two Ver- 
mont coppers last mentioned, and of the Connecticut cents 
of 1788, with mailed busts to right. 


No. 18. No. 19. 
Reverse of Vermont ‘‘ Britannia,” 1787, | Reverse of Connecticut Cent of 1787, 





Before the Die was worn out. (No. 12, p. 11). 


The head of the goddess is large and very round, and 
usually well thrown back, such head and position being 
found in no other coins except the two Connecticut cents 
with legend INDE * ET * LIB * 1787, already shown to 
be connected, by the same reverse (No. 21), with the 
obverse die GEORGIVS III. REX. The goddess also car- 
ries in her hand a sprig, of pyramidal shape, composed 
of three branches, each having three leaves. 


No. 20. No. 21. No. 22. 
Reverse of Counterfeit Reverse of Connecticut Reverse of Counterfeit 
Half Penny, 1788, Cent, 1788. Half Penny, 1788, 


LZ eS 
ewe Za 





These peculiarities do not exist in any other counter- 
feit half pennies, with one exception, nor in any other 
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coins of Vermont or Connecticut, and they point unmis- 
takably to the same workmanship. 

The one exception is a half penny of George II. of 
1747. This shows the same peculiarities, and I am in- 
clined to believe that it was made by the same engraver 
and given a date forty years earlier than that of its 
coinage. 

Now, comparing the half pennies of 1787 (No. 6) 
with the Vermont coin (No. 17) having the reverse 
BRITANNIA, | find in several of them the identical reverse 
die (No. 18), used with several obverse dies. One in 
my possession shows both dies in good condition. A 
second impression, though as fine as when struck, shows 
the same dies much worn, and the reverse die shows the 
weakness around the edge always existing in the reverse 
of the “ Britannia” Vermont cent, showing that the die 
was worn out in striking half pence before its use began 
with the Vermont obverse. 

Next, turn to the half pennies of 1778 (Nos. 5 and 
13), and compare with them the obverse GEORGIVS I. 
REX . which is muled with the Connecticut die of 1788 
(No. 21), and here again we find the identical die used 
with several reverse dies (one of which is No. 20), all 
having the date 1778; and some of these reverse dies 
are again found with other obverse dies having the 
same marked peculiarities (one of which is No. 13). 

Thus we find an absolute connection of all the half 
pence of 1778 with the Connecticut coins of 1788; and 
also an absolute connection of four out of five of the 
varieties of 1787 half pence with the Vermont coins of 
1788. The letter punches, especially the x, used upon 
the dies of the half pence of 1778 and 1787 also seem 
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to be the same, though the peculiarities are not suffi- 
ciently marked to make this certain. The peculiarities 
of execution, however, are plainly traced to the same 
hand. The conclusion is inevitable that all these coins 
are of American production, and that they came from 
the same mint. 

As yet, I have not been able to account for the appa- 
rently extensive coinage of half pennies dated 1778 with 
dies evidently of the same workmanship as those of 1787. 
I would be inclined to think that those of 1778 had 
been antedated if it were not for the fact that I have 
not found any one of them used with any one of the 1787 
dies, which would naturally follow if all had been made 
at the same time. It is plain, also, that the GEoRGIVvS 
Ill . REX . die (No. 5) was beginning to give way when 
used with the Connecticut reverse of 1788 (No. 21), the 
face of the die having become concave, showing that 
it had then been much used. Perhaps further investi- 
gation may settle this point. If the 1778 half pence are 
not antedated, they are the earliest examples of coinage 
in the United States. after the Declaration of Indepen- 
dence. 


New York, April, 1886. 
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Ricnard Trimole and otners, 
: Plaintitfs, 


VSe 


Rufus Ke Belknap, vefendsnt. 


Tnis Cause Came On tO ce Heard, On the dieuaings 
end proofs, veldre nis Honor, Juage nuott, at tne HqQULty 
term in Pougnreepsie, August, 1627. [ne principles aiscuss— 
ed 6a decided vy tne Learned Judge in tnis cause, in relation 
to tne use of running waters cetween Gilrerent Proprietors 
Of portions Of tne Same stream, 89 lisOrtant tO.dit mil 
Owners, nave inaucea tne Plaintirrs to print tne opinion 
of tne Judge, to tne end tnat tne wmiit Owners end riparian 
yrovrietors On tne quassiGK creek, may tne vetter under= 
stand tneir uutua: rignts and obligations. Tne Case wes 
argued oy RUGGLES and oTORHY, for Piaintiirs; and wIoNsk 
and TaLLwAN, for veienaant. 


OrPLN1LON r 
Judge bhuwott——- 


Tne biti states, that tne Plaintlits are tne owners 
and occuyants of seVerai 190083 and wliis On Unaluber's creek, 
being tne Outlet Of tne ureat rona, anu suytying in tne 
nuason near Newourgn, ana tnat Unelr W1i4t8 4nd wliii Seats 
are cniefiy vaiuacle on account Si Une ovinelit anu use of 
tne waters OL tne pong and O1 a@ Qauw ana Tada OM the QUTiat. 
Tnat tne pona nas an elvation in i038 nutural State, avove 
tne land velow, of adout 15 feat trom tne suriace oi tne 
s0na tO tne surisce 91 tne Jutavt 9: sucn Low sanas aut tne 
agistance of 70 roas from tne pond anu tnat tne averoge deptn 
OL tne yond is avout if Lleele 


Tnet, in 1745, Tnowas watcnin, cut a canal oa iittie 
+0 tne east Of tne natura outset Of tae yonu and extending 
& considerabie uistance, ana erected thereon, avout 70 roas 
frow tne pona, a COpper-mili, saw-mili ena srist-.iil ona 
by erecting a aam across tne natural outiet, turnea tne 
water of tne pond into tne ditcn ror tne use Of tne wilis--- 
The copoer and saw mills were s90n abdanudnea, ana nave gone 
to.ruin, tne grist mili nas been sultered to gO wnOlsy Out 
Of repalr, anda nas nov peen used Tor any miiting purpose 
L1Or more tnan two yearse 


Toat toe Plaintitis, ana tnose irouw wnom they 
derive titie, nave for more tnan twenty years, witnout 
Opposition, nindrance or claim to tne contrary Irom tne 
owners of tne mills built vy watcnin, in seasons of arougnat, 
ana whenever tne waters Of tne pond oeCawe Low ana run out 
in Sm&in quantities, Cialwed and exercised tne rignt to 0 
to tne outlet and out down ana aeepen tne Sarce 30 aB tO 
Cause a rLow Of tne waters Lor tne use O1 tne wiiis, anda 
&ie0 tO erect @ d&u and gate across tne outiet ior tne 
preservation 01 tae waters in tne pyona, ana for coutrousing 
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tne discnarge tnereof in suca prident quantities as tne 
exigences of tne miils below tne dutiet reyuireda. 


Tnat for tne mOre oenelicias use and efficient 
aoplication of tne waters Of tne puna tO Une mliis below, 
tne outlet nas been cleared from tile to time, and cut 
down and greéaquated irom tne pond tO tne Low iLand, and a 
dam put up and sustained across tne dutlet oF tne pond wita 
a gute lor tne purpose O1 preveriting t90 “reat uw alscnarge 
of water ana a 10ss tnereot in time of iresaets, ana to. 
give Vent to tne water in time of ardugats, 80 a8 at ail 
time to Turnisn tne milis oeLOw wits a SulTiclent quantity 
Oi water Ior tov equal Use ana benvlit Of tne Owhers O01 tie 
Midis On tne stream. Tnat tne ponu 48 lmweLorisiiy served 
48 @ reservoir tor tne suypiy O1 water Tor tre use OF tne 
wilis On tng stream, ana tat trie artilricias lmproveuents 
nave been substantiaiiy in tnelr present state Tor more 
tnan twenty years---anda that tne wiii OwNers oelow nave 
from time to time contrivuted tnelr iabour in isaking and 
kKeeolng up tne lmprovements witn @ View OF securing to tne 
Milis below, tne more oenelficlai use Of tne waters of tne 
pond. Tne oil states tnat tne defendunt now cisailus tnat 
ne is tne rigntiul owner Of tne Outlet, witn tne dam and 
gates erected thereon, ana Can controul tnein according to 
nis Own wiil ana gLeasure ana azainst tne wisi and consent 
of tne miii Owners velow, and tnat ne in pursuance of nis 
pretended clsius, taresatens ana intends to take up and 
Tasten down tne gat2 so as t9 controul and manage tne said 
gate and tne neaa Ol water, tnereoy acquired; and it 
cnarges tnat tne velendant at sunary times in tne montn of 
Seotemper ana OctoOver, spiked or naiied down a iargze piank 
upon tne dam, sO 4s tO prevent tne water Trou flowing Over 
tne Q&4m, ana eiso solked and i4st-:neda aOwn tne gate 80 as 
tO prevent tne PlaintiftIs trow using tne gate and waters 
for their saiisis; 


Ine bili prays tO nave tne rignts oi tne parties 
esteciisned anu tnat tne Plaintiffs way ove yuisted against 
toe velendant in tneir just Claims to tne stream, outlet 
anda dali. 


Tne vefenaant in nis answer in substance admits tne 
case made by tne Pluintillis, so lar as relates tO tne miiis, 
toelr Location ana 9cCupancy, and to tne pond and streau, 
and tne necessity Of tne Latter to tne penerticialL possession 
Ol tne former. ne Qenles NOWever tnat tne artiricial 
luwITOVemsNnts Nave Csen SubSstantiaiiy in tne salue state in 
wiicn they now are ior 20 years or tnat tiey Aave ceen wage 
Ol Waintalinea vy tne Mlid Owners O8iOwe ae BZives tills 
account Oi toe imsrovements.— lig says, tnat matcnin, in 
ALS Own Yignt Or 48 an agent O01 tne Owner Oi tHe _anos at 
and inciuaing the Outiet, erectea a copper—mili and saw— 
mlil ON tne Creek avout 70 roas o8lOw tae pond, amd sucn 
Miils going dOwn, ao grist-m@iis was erecteu in tneir stesa—— 
{nat watcnin, at nis Own cost or tnat OL tne owners wnidh 
N2 Ceuresented, aldea oy the voluutary and occasional 
davour OI tne persons residing in tne nelxgnoournood wid 
ieit and interest in maintaining tne Wiii, cut down tne 

Outiet, and erectea a dam, 80 that tne wards 2¥3 couia oe 
walntélned at tne greatest natural eLevation, ana oy weans 
Of a gate cOuid be drawn off as tne milis requirea, and 
Qlrect tne water into the face-way iegaaing tO tne miiis 
ne tntew up @ Shall vam O1 stone and zravel ucross tne 


Ceevex just velow tne junction of tne rave-way with tne 
Creek, tnese liprovemunts were hept up ey watcnin and 
tnOse wnO succezaga Niw ln tne wlii, assistea vy tne 
vVOluntary sapours Of tneir nelgnoours teeling as interest 
in tne will, suostantiaiiy in their originai state until 
acout loli OY die. Tne vetenaant says, Unancey, Thomas 
ana vanies > ee naving avout tnis time vecowe owners 
Ol tne premises, tney rewoved tne aam at tne outiet or tne 
pond, ana erected a New ana substantial dam at or near the 
Spot aown tne Creek, wnere tne Oia Gai OF stone and gravel 
naa teen piacea tO turn tne waters of tne pond into tne 
race-way leading to tne miil--Ine new daw was OF a neight 
to give tne waters of tne 90mg tne sume elevation as tne 
Qéu whicn nad been erected at tne wargin of tne ponu, and 
it nsad attacned tO it a Iiiume and gate to regzuiate the 
passage of tne water into tne racs Leading to tne wili. 
Toese lmprovements tne vefenaant aiieuses were made by the 
s2lknaps at tneir own proper costs, and ior tneir own 
Oenefit and advantase, and were sO maintained oy tnem 
untii avout tne first of Octooer, 1621, woen tney deeded 
vO the Newourgn Bank. Tne belknaps, white they Owned and 
OcCupiea tne prewises, clesrea out and sunk tne outlet from 
Time to time, to avout tnree leet, in doing wnicn tney 
were assistea vy tne Plaintiifs, Trimole, Waisn, suBois 
ano otners, Occupying mwiiis On tne stream, and oy tneir 
Nnelgavours taking and interest in sucn wilis. MTnis 
cOnsistea in voluntery ana occasional iacour in tines of 
great Lack Of water oy tne permission and unaer tne airece— 
TiOn Of the pelwiaps, anu not in tnelr own rignt or by 
tneir Own autnmority, reali or pretenaeda. 


ine velenagant says, tnat citer tue selknays con- 
Veyea tO Une NewOuUrdn salib, Ne OCCUYldu tNe preulses under 
tne dais, 48 @ tenant, ana that ne, in conyunction wita tne 
COWsLElnents, Waisn, suv0ls anu Triwoie, ana witn vaniel 
NOSeTS anu LaVid oceiKnap, 41390 wilis AOLders On tne Creek, 
sunk tne cutlet avout two leet Lor Lilty roas or upwerag, 
at a conslaeratle exyense. 


TALS w&s done oy tne permission of tne verenuant, 
at tnelr Own request, anu not in tieir own rignt, real 
Or pretenaede Tne velendant in nis furtner answer admits 
tnat me Nas not #S Owner OY OCCU ant, any miii In use or 
Operatlon upon tne outiet, Or any part of tne stream. ne 
G@auits, tnat ne Cialms tO be tne Ligatiui owner o1 tne 
Outliet witn tne dau and gate, and ue further wawits, tneat 
by tne rewovai of tne dam or gate, or Keeping tne satter 
CiOSeQ in tlwes OF arougnt, or to destroy, or reduce tne 
ia@ii and tne present nead Of power OF tne waters, tne 
4avantage theresor would be entirely lost, or mast « 2rlaliy 
Qiminisned to tne Plaintiffs. 


Tne vefendsnt also admits, that in September and 
OctoOver, ne nailea down @ plank upon tne dam, so as to 
prevent tne water Trou TiOw*ing tne sumw, anu fastened down 
tne gate 80 aS tO prevent tae Plaintiffs Trou using tne 
~ate 10r tie owunelit OF tnelr wiiiings est vatilsnuents, and 
furtner tnat as Orten as tne Plaintlits, in tne said 
Wins ralsed tne mate ne CLOSdu Bile Salie, ana ne denies 
that tney nad any iegal or euyitaoie rignt tO Open tne 
gate anu auraw Oif the water. ‘In tnis analysis or tne vial 
and snswer, 1 nave téeken no notice if tneir aiiexations 
acout tie titie tO tie Outiet, as sucn titie can oe vetter 





wade Out ifOuw tie Vestimony. Tne paper titie, as 1 nave it 
CeloOre we, Wiis Capsain ana give eoiour to tne paroie 
testimony. 2 proceed in the .1fsat piace TO examine it. 
Ine Iirst aesu progucea 18 ifow TnAdwas veaty, tO munson 
Ward, uetea tne Jin OL vanuery, 17/79, tor 100 wores, au- 
jQining tae ypona, On vt Sides OF Une oUtiet, anu of 
cOurse .1mciudging it. On tne <UtUH OF march, Live, Ward, 
conveyea tO yeOrg: ULinton, anu 438 the piegeuings snew, 
wEtTCHin went in possession in 1/763, erecting wiiis and 
making tne first improvements at tne outiet. It must of 
cOurse n&ve been unaer Clinton. On tne edtn oF Octover, 
1793, viinton conveyed to vaniel syrns anda ausn Waisn, and 
lt appears from eaigeper whicn: Il @m next to notice tnat 
Walsn conveyed nis moiety to bByrns, ON tne Loti OF way, 
1794/6 


On tne twentietn dey of way, tour aays after tne 
Ziving Of tne iast deed, a Conveyance Was weae oy veniel 
wyrns tO mugn Waish arid vaniel Nivay reciting tne cone 
veyénce Of tne Llotm aay O1 way, and tnat it was tne meaning 
Ol the parties tmat an equal nalil of a certain water course 
Or Yun O1 water calieu tne outlet or tne great pond and tne 
One Nali OI tne dana iying aajoining to tne saia water 
COurse On e&Ca sige tnereol ex>*neding to the distance of 
ej) Teet oh e40h Bide, and down along the same to tne Land 
conveyed, Should Mave oven eaCeyted;, sna it ovinz aoubdted, 
woetner tne exception nad ceen auiy ade, tO remove such 
agoucts, syrns cQuveyed in fee to Waisn ana Niven, tne naif 
Of tne water course 6nd tne strio or iend acjoining tne 
same. Un tne 22na of may, 1/9/, syrns conveyed to Jonn 
Vandueer, @n unaivideu nail Of tne nunarea and eisat ucres, 
excepting tnereout tne stream called tne outiet oF tne 
pond, and tne iana eatenains ta rie Qistance OF << leet on 
eacn side Ol tne streanie On Vi SAU OAV, OM tite: 25rd) oF 
way, oYrns conveyed to a eas afl UnNaiVvViaea Lourta OF tne 
Outset ana Of tne sana adjoinine Vile Sauce TO trie distance 


a 24 if eet Orl cacii Siue,; > WOLEIL wat Si  COMTL Se, it LS Sola, is 


ntenaea li part tO suppiy tie wiars OF Vanduser wita water 5 


ra SUeCam and Une Suesd STLLp OL iuna apyydars tnus tO nave 
Oeen inventionasiy sepyaratea irouw tne Laiger yart vor . 
Widling purposes, und to nave oeen vestea in part in per- 
SONS Nevins an interest in tne sarge tract. On tne 23a aay 
Ol May, we tous lind the outiet witn 25 feet on sacn Silae, 


tO the Outer bounds 91 tne 100 acres, Fga4diy vested in van- 


lel oyrns, nugn Waisn, vaniel Niven ena Jonn Junauzer in 
eyual parts 48 tenants in coOmuon. 


On the 2Ota aay OF way, 17/79/, syrns ana Vanauseer, 
“Ortmased tO veorge Uiinton, tie 103 acres, excepting tne 
water course witn tne 25 beet Ott #GCh S31Q¢€>.ana tae wort= 
geese naving been loOrecidOsed in vnalicery, Glivert Living ston, 
On &@ waster's sale conveyed tne 106 acres suvject to tne 


exception, tO novert We. Jones, on tne 22a of NOVenver, 1400; 


Bd: 2 ONES, OH Oe Obm Gr Uapri lt: 60g, conveyed Over to Hugh 
Walsh, making tne same exception. om tne same day, tne 

otn of AOTil, Waisn cOnveyed to Giiocert Jones 200 acres, 
including tne 106 acres witnout waking eny 2.ceotion. nnd 
a8 W4isn tren Owned an undivided frourtn of tne’ Outiet, tne 
Conveyance legaliy inciudea suen fourtn of tne Outlet, out 
NO WOre.s. «vv toe end of this deea and aiter tne signature 

Or tne grantee, is aaded of tne same dave and witnessea by 
tne same dersons, a Ciause Signed by tne grantee COlmuencing 
Plovidea always, ana it is tne true intent und weaning of ‘ 
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tne gate was kept anut wnen tne wili was not running. ie 
41s0 says, tnat wnen ne was empioyed vy wmatcnin and Vaen- 
duzer, it sas tne season for sawing wnen tne waters were 
nigh, and ne does not know now tne waters were usea in 
Seasons of drougnt. Tnis last declaration of te witness 
tnat ne nad no knowiedge now tne waters were used in ary 
Se6S86ns when tney could only be requirea for tne milis 
beiOw, nmeutrei1lzes nis wndie testimony, ana when taxen in 
connection witn wnat Vanduzer niwseif says, and wnet is 
yroved aS coming from watcnin and Jones, it cannot us said, 
tnat tnis witness to any extent fortifies tne claius wy 
the defenaant. 


Ssrine says, tnat ne oCculea tne property at tne 
pona, fOr toree years after tne ceatn or Jones under nis 
bsdmwinistrators, and used tne grist-m1lii ana Baw-mwilil. tie 
reised and snut tne <ute oF tne pona ag ne wantea tne 
water. NO OUTner gerson jid or pretendea to any rignt to 
aQ 1% witnin nis Anowieuge. dis SOn AvSeLONL, Was 4130 
exaLined, cut a8 ne was Onay Nine Or ten years O1a wnen 
nis fataer iivea at tne pona, nis testimony is or iittle 
Vaiue.e. Tne witness, it may oe reuembersd testillea ratner 
Negatively and LooSseiy. Ii ne wenanus to oe understood 
tnat the water was Onay arawn oy niuseil, anu us ne waited 








it, tnere must ce at svast &@ want O1 recoliection on 1183 
Dart, &8 during tne wnole Of nis time seiknays miiss just 
CeloOw Nim, were in tusi Operation aay ana Nignt, requiring 
and most certalniy using tne water in tne ary purt of trie 
year, and with sucn use vy tne Beiknays tne witis teow 
were satisfiea as tney nad tne uit cenelicial use of tne 
waters Ol the ponds There .as no necessity and tnere 
could ce nO use Of tneir exercising or claiming any rignt 
Tor tnis period, 48 tney naa every toning they wanted. Tnis 
view Of tne testimony is strengtnened vy tne circumstance 
Stated vy tie witness tnat at one Ulise, Wile Ne StVOpyea tne 
waters while nis mill was repairing, toe mitier or Trimoe 
Caue tO Alm TO iet tne water run 6s it was wantea ceLow, 
Quring sucn time it may oe rememodered werine nad a risgnt 
GOr Step the TLow Of the weteres if Ae could not otnerwise 
repair nis wills. Tne claim Of tne miii owners celow 
never was exCiusive but merely Of an interest in comuon 
witn tnose acovee Benjamin uardner, says, tnat nis tetner 
Owned @ grist and saw-mili pelow matcnin'ta wiicn nas veen 
aown 25 years; watcnin used to keep tne water bacK wiien 

1% got to be low water, ano woula not Let it run oute iis 
fatner and Vavid belkneo wno nad a witli Oelow, claimed tne 
Water because tney nad aug at tne Outiet, una lie once went 
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tO mwatenin, by direction of nis fatner, and asxed niu to | 
iet out tne water, 1e said tne water was not coming untia 

Ae wa8 reaaye When Jones was in yO3se3sion, ne said wnen | 
tne water got Gown tO LOW Water lark, ne would tet it out 

it née was a wind to, but tnat none snouid lower it witnout | 
nis Own consent, and tne witness beLiev>3s tnat sryns and 
Vanduzer, Claiued tne water in tne sdue way. vavid veraner | 
& orotner Oi tne iast Witness says tnat ne netpea watenin 
put in tne dau and gate at tne pona, and tuiat watcain used 
to noist and snout the gate wasn ne pieaseu, and tnat ne 
Hever shew that tne widi Owners ceiow, nor any otner person 
yretvenaea tO any rignt tO ao ite. It the testimony oi trvse 
witnesses anything, 1% 1s tnat matcnin, ana OYCN3, ana 
Vanduser, and Jones, Living at tne dutiet Ciaimea tie 

rignat to tre waters and controied tnew according to trieir 
willie nOW Trey cOntroleu tng nas aiready aopearea ond 
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tneir rigats are betore tne cOurt: wetcnin was 4 tenant 
.o Clinton, »nO nad a mill near tne river, and wno, Unere- 


tore, never, would nave permitted sucn a ciaim. Byrns ana 


Vanauser , were tne persons wind separated tne outiert trom 
tne pond pr@perty,, in 1797, and conveyed a Nail or it to 
walsn ana Nevin. It wili not be velleved aiter tls that 
pryns end famauzer, claimed an exclusive Pignt tO tne Out— | 
det ofu we Nave tne testiwony 9i Valduscer Uist tney uia He 
not, and I nave eireaay stateu that vones cOura not nave | 
eBsertea sucn Tignt. Tne Last wltness, vavia varaner, 
Syeaks OL tne 9ecu dation OL tne wits at Unie yona by Que 
wanny, aud says, Me st water OI manny cy ais Consent and 
tost ne Kept it bacw when ne yieasdu. Tne withess also 
Bays, tnat ne sent grain tO wanny's VO be grounu in oraer 

to nave tne water 7iet Out. NOW AT apveurs oY a paper 
produced oy tne delenuant, tnat manny went Into possession 
1309, unaer a lease irom tne seinuars, and 30 iar Frou 
naving tne control Of Une waters, tiie seiknaps reserved tne 
full command of tne sSsurpius water running irom tae pona, 

60Q when tne water was sO iOW Tnut it vecélue necessary tO 


noist tne water gate 1 Or water, 10 was t9 be unuer Une 
control of tne selknaps, and tne belknaps aiso reserved a 
rigat:..to: sink The Outiet Of tne pOnd 40 any Ulme aaoney 


should see, fit. 


Tie writing may ve tekhen us a COnMmentTary on tne 
testimony Of the Gardners, ana it snows now unsate Gt would 
be to look tO tne as deciding toe yuestion apout tne use 

of tne priviiege. wanny had not tne controi of tne waters, 
nor was any appiication t5 nim necessary as tne selknaps, 
ana tnrougn tne tne otner miil owners, nad tne entire vene— 
ficial use of tne pond and outlet. [ne aetendant nas 
eXauined two other witnesses, vaniel ana cunauncey selknap 
ana it is oy their testimony, if oy any Uning in the cause. 
tTnst tne detendant must estaclisn nis ciaim or negative 

tnat of tne pleintifis. . vLaniel Belknao, says, that ne 

Was crougnt ug near tne outlet of tne pona, and was at it 

in 1763- Tnere were no improvents at tne »,onad oerore 
watCdin came, and ne controied tne waters at tae 30nd; trie 
witness Owned @ Saéw-mlli celoOw, ana ne us3q to go tO swatcnin 
tO ask niu. tO Let Sut tne waters wid Lot 1t run, a8 ne was 
not very tenacious avout it. He frequently apyiied to tne 
sucsequent Owners at tne pond for tne use OF tne water and 
tney were o0U particuiar avout it. Unauncey welknap, on 
tnis sucject says, tnat ne Knew tiie OUTLET wien metcnin 
dived tnerg; tne second time Ae was at the outict ne was 
sent oy nis father, wa0 Whned wilis below, to Uig in the 
race, watenin naving sent t9 nls lather TOr anus, and i5 

Or cO wen were at work. Tnere waS tien a gute at tre pond, 
and on Obstruction at tue Jutlet tO turn tne water into tid 
races The witness nmeVer neard the iii owiers below clain 

a rignt tO tne water because they nad 4ssisted in dlgeging. 
NOw Witnout stodping to asx tnis Last witness wietner ne 
weans tO ve UNuerst90a tial ne Never Kilew tne witli Owners 
velOw tO Ci&@lm & Fignt to tue water in tneuselves or witn 
OUners for any reason or Cuase, OF wereiy that tney did not 
set up sucn claim On tne <round Of their aaving aideq in i he 
Cleaning tne Outset, I may sey tnst naving tne docwuenbary @ aac: 
énd otner testinony oetore me, 1 bin satisried tout Matenin | 
Never nad &@ rignt to tne outiet, and that neitner ne nor 
tne otner Yi 3 Bite ie oun " 
Jeiknsgs, ey | 
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‘for upwards of forty-five years, and also! of New York, and Gen. re , Machen, wi ee i fy 
that of Notary Public. In the reply of} now residing in Albany, can satisly your 
Mr. Rogers to Mr. Quincy, dated “ Glou- | correspondent upon these points. 
cester, April 2, 1825,” he regrets that “after | - 
———— examining the Records of that Town and of| Inprans IN ORANGE County.—(Vol. 
the Board of Selectmen for that period, | vill. p. 152.) The article on “Indians in 
and #ter conversing with two aged men | Orange County” (p. #52) would be of 
ee who attended the funeral of Josiah Quiney, ; much value if authorities were given. 
Jr., in April, 1779, he has no farther infor-| have been led to believe that there never 
mation to impart, except the assurance that| was a “ Wawayanda Tribe,” and I beg to 
the Jast services were very fully attended, | say that ‘‘ Minsies” was never corrupted 
and every testimony of respect and of sor-| into “ Minisink.” he fact in the latter 
> row for the loss the country had sustained | case is, that the terminal ink is pure Dela- 
rendered by the inhabitants of Gloucester.”| ware or Algonquin, and signifies locality 
; This communication has been delayed | —literally the country of the Minsies. 
until the letter of Mr. Rogers, written| The term Wawayanda was applied as 
thirty-nine years ago, could be found and | describing land, not tribe, or my reading 
eye a consulted. | of the original deed is sadly at tault (see 
The conflicting accounts of the death of, land papers at Albany). “J. M. EB” 
Mr. Quincy are to be attributed to the| favor me with his authorities ? x. 
agitation and alarm prevalent in the coun- 
try around Boston in April, 1775, when alli An Acrosric from the - Massachusetts 
direct intercourse Was interrupted. Magazine for September, 1789 — 
Euiza 8. Quincy. 


No. 5 Pasx St., BosTox, May 11, 1864. 























«Great in the martial field, in council wise; 

ae es Hach virtue guides thee in thy pleasing way, 
es ss. % On wings triumphant, how thy giories rise! 
Carr. Tuomas Macuen.—Vol. VIIl. p. Refulgent as th’unclonded God of Day! 

149.—It is due to the memory of Capt. George on his sea-girt throne beholds his ews, 

Thomas Machen to say that the note, page Kelips'd forever by a Washington! 

149 of the April number of your magazine,| When Wars tumultuous bloody front alarmed ; 
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a : : * And civil discord every torch bad fired: 
is not corres in ae <n He Serenely brave, the tyrants thou di ae ie 
coinage was llegal. n , Capt. Ma-| Hence, at thy frown, Britannia’s host retired, 


chen formed a partnership with Samuel} In peace; reverting to thy Vernon's stream; 


Atlee and others, of New York, for the! No views ainbitious pointed thee to thrones ; 
purpose of coining money under Charter} Genus of Freedoni, thou art hailed supreme, 


3 5 : The chosen guardian of Coluubia’s sous. 
a reg } , f oa 
to be obtained irom the Legislature of On brass and marble shall thy deeds remain; 


New York. They either failed to obpain| No time's corroding breath can blight thy fame.” 














cag BOR Sa such charter or made better arrangements, | i. P., JR 
— for in 2788. they united with Reuben, PHILADELPHIA: : . 
= x Harrison, and others of Bennington, Vt.,' 


who had a charter from that state, and) COL. PrcnErinc.—(Vol. VIII. p. 66.)— 
also authority to coin for the state of| The tradition that this distinguished patriot pie 
~ Gonnecticnt, and it was under this authori-| died at the Hasbrouck house, Newburgh, . 
“ty that Capt. Machew’s mill at Vew Grange N.Y., at the close of the Revolution, al- _ 

was conducted. As soon as the coinage | luded to in the interesting sketches of 








. 





of nioney Wwas-taken from the states by the | Eager, is not correct. He die i na- 
“adoption of the federal constitution, Capt. tive town, Salem, Mass., Jan. 29, 1829,m ] y 
> Machen’s-mill was stopped. ‘The business | his 84th year, after a liteot great useful- 
i Big eA as certainly discontinue din 1790. Capt. 2¢8s and honor. R. 
ee Machen mever transacted any ilegs! bogie Sou : 





ness, and the authorities never thad occa| — LrweacE oF THE “ Sianers.”—On look- — 
sion to interfere with him. — Mr. Bushn I, } ing: over. the immortal roll of the Signers © 


